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The author, aon of a Czech civil iirvice *np 1 v ea t was born on January 21, 
131 -*, I.i Orlau. 3i\esia, hie futiier vus a Ruauian German, Th^ rural population 
of tb/' provinca was a ixtore of Czechs and Pol as. f Ph>a s:nall towns, in those 

timns inhabited by the friendly, aaayw going people of tha ol Amtria, were pre~ 

■ 

uonder^ntly German* During the first World War the faaily moved to Teschen. a 
city divided after the Treaty of Versailles between Czechoslovakia and the Polish 


Republic, Since the Pol ^s began with rutnlegi persecution of all that was German 

jP 

from the very beginning of their rule, the family settled in the Czech section of 
tho town. There were still some schools of gpod tradition left to the Germans, 


and he was able to attend these. After finishing the ejuixai urn at Oderborg. he 

■ 

entered the German University in Prague t where he studied History, French, Ihglish 

M 

and Comparative Literature, Absorbed by this work he won a travelling fellowship 
to Italy for a year, beginning in the sunner o: 1^3^. u£ award for a philo soph- 

B 

b 

ieal treatise. 


Having lived in a Strang. »ly fashioned state rife with the slow drifts and in- 
cessant frictions of half a dozen nationalities, the author was impressed by the 
high flow of national life, and the eager ambition that filled the Italians in those 
days, although he soon noticed a certain incongruity between the political aspir- 
ations of Fascism and the actual resources of the land. Though there wae an in- 

■I 

creating menace of war on account of Signor Musaoltni 1 * Abytiinian adventure, 
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Surope e till enjoyed relative quiet and he was not distracted from his studies. 


which wore devoted to research in Philosophy. History and Aesthetics. He even 




profited by the League of Nations* boycott on Italy, and contemplated the quietness 

* 

jf Italian museums where he was frequently the only visitor, 

* 

Sir several months he cycled uo and down the peninsula, becoming acquainted 

■ 

with the real life of the sympathetic, good-natured people. Coning in contact 
with scholars such as Hanedetto Croce, he found the best traditions of .European 

ft 

thou. it and intelligence more quickened here than elsewhere on the continent* 

K le year passed; with its end came the irpanish Civil War, which put off in- 
definitely a trio to Spain which he had planned. However p two fellowshipe from 
the Italian Government permitted him to prolong Mb stay In Italy* Then in 11 

February, 19 37 . returned to Prague, having written while in Italy a diiBertation 

on r, Benedetto Croce a b a Philosopher and Historian 11 * 

■ 

II. Politics ancl Social Life. 1436-1938 

During his absence thirds hau changed radically In Czechoslovakia. Not only 
had his college friends disappeared into professional life, but the whole spiritual i 

atmosphere was scarcely recognizable. The economic crisis in Czechoslovakia, part- j 

I 

icularly felt in tho intempoyate thickly populated regions along the German border. 


called for energetic measures . Tho needy, poll ti cal ly- subdued Germans looked more 
and more to the Third R'dch, where, as in Italy, a Btrong authoritarian state was 
forming. In the 1935 election the newly-founded National Party of the Sudeten 
Germans had carried more than t#o- thirds of tne German votes; so it ca..ie Into office 
In the Czech Parliament as the second strongest. The Creeds, who feared for their 
State, sought alliance with Prance and Russia. Shgland at that time was working 
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for a balancei this was the purpose of Lord Runciman's mission which twice visited 
the moot controversial of the German sections in ffahc iia. 



Political accents could not he overlooked any longer. They came up in every 

Question , and tinctured even the most traditional aspects of university life. The 

writer was put in a delicate position. Before his trip to Italy, he had been 

an active participator in musical activities, jrrtlculorly the performance of chamber 

music, which was so much a part of the life of Prague society, and the homes in 

which most of this took place were those of wealth Jews. Also the two philosophy 

professors who administered his axa dilations, and for whom he subsequently worked 

as an assistant, were of JewiBk extraction, Furthermore the truculent nationalism, 

■ 

Bi 

the confining of ail creative thought to problems of ona 1 ! own people, was repellent 

*i 

to his mind. And this became more and more the hallmark of tne higher academic 
life in the Hew Germany. On the other hand he could not resist the great fcrce which 
was driving all Gcr^Eians, to national unity and reawakening* Considered by both 
parties as politically unreliable, he spent another year in Prague which was pro- 

A 

T 

ductive but harried. 

a. 

■ 

III, The oudeten Crisis. Fall of 19^8 

■ 

In tni summer of 133^ he took a holiday trip to Germany, which country he 
now visited for the first time, In the course of two uontns ho toured all the 

II 

■ 

picturesque cities of ths center and the south of the Heich, dome things made a 
considerable impression on him, others went against his grain. A new mass mar ament 
of human beings se med to have awaiaiea in the Helen ; ths individual felt himself 

•i 

strangely dissolved and o >1 iterated by it all. But there was no denying the liu— 
Tirovemont in the nation's health ana well-being. There was however the anxious 
Question: - what was all this power going to lead to? 
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The Nazi press was at tnat time paving the way for tne Anschluss of the 
German- inhabited border of Czechoslovakia, ahortly before the outbreak of tne 
political crisis he returned to Prague. The town was full of unrest; and attacks 
on Germans, wnen they didn't hide thr*lr identity, were the order of the day. 

I 

Heal el n 1 * party had organised its own guard. In order to avoid being sent into 


battle against their blood brothers of the S'ideten ; Germans crossed the border 
over into Germany en masse , war teemed imminent t the writer also decided to 
return to German/. Because of hie studies the Czechs had postponed his com- 

a- 

pulaory military service several times, of which ha was very r d a ^, a ® he was 
haunted by the possibility of having to bear arms against his own countrymen* 

The we^k he fluent in the Sudeten Gorman Volunteer Corns was one of tne worst 

■* ^ am 

experiences he ever nad. Talebearing, hypocrisy, short-sightedness, vindictiveness 
and vengeful chauvinism w* ■ rife among t. e party bosses who had been intrusted with 
leadersnin. Tbrtunately the Munich Pact (re vent «d war. The Wenrmacht moved into 
the Sudetenland, while the masses of Sudeten German Volunteer Co rp amen and refugees 
were sent to labour caips in Germany until rr der ana communications were re-es- 
tablished in their homeland. 

Tli" author was Bent to a Helens autobahn Comp near der sf eld. Here he found 
the same oppressive irroersonality that tyoifiseall large scale enterorises-. The 
life of tae individual was indeed astonishingly well-ordered and considered, but 
all semblance of personality and exercise of free will seemed engulfed by this 

B- 

all-embracing authority. The camp offered even remarkable comforts, but a man 
felt in it as though he had lost the resnonsibility for his own soul. Moreover 
a certain military rigidity and rug^edneea unyielding to reason, tinged even the 
civilian life, Ther^ was always someone in charge even of the most important 
functions, 3 q he returned as quickly a* possible to hie country, ^tiie Sudetenland” 
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and .arrived in lieic^enberg in tne rnidule of Octobnr 1938 * This had oecome the 

■# 

capital city of the new Gau. 

■ 


I V* R eturn to Civil Life, 19 19 39 

One after tile other he ran across old friends* The fact that he got a jot 
at once was thanks to nis nerve in undertaking the delivery of a secret order to 
Sudeten at Prague, which city was still in a turbulent state, no was nut in 
cnarge of questions nertaining to university administration and science in the 
Government of the Sudetengau* i^ever in his life was ne mor miserable than when 
fullfilling th^se functions .The otate authority was no more than a facade, the 
real newer lay anti rely in the hands of the Party. The Party bosses very rarely 

nad any special training for their jobs, and attained their positions solely be- 

§ 

cause of political connections* The writer took advantage of the time on his 
hands to study Konrad Henlein ! 3 library on Soviet Russia, 


Y. Approach of World War II 

During the fatal year of 1939 every intelligent man could see more and more 
clearly that ISurooe was about to be at war* The r -armament race grew hotter and 

r 

the political situation became ever more threatening. Intellectual life seamed 

ooi soned; it was ub^Igbb to think of anything but politics. Already in 1937 the 

% 

writer had stated in an essay on n D w R, Lawrence * 9 that there would be a second World 
War on a far larger scale than the first. In March 1939 he learned that the Party 
was preparing a special staff for the occuDation of Poland* At the same time he 


knew from a good source that England would not back down again. Whan in the summer 
of 1939 the Germans opened their press campaign against Poland, and the Poles in- 
dulged themselves in orgies of warlike delirum, he requested leave, in order to spend 
the last few months in retirement and the peace of the country. 
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course of the»e first dreary winter months all enthusiasm for the military service 
was *p eat , 


711. Basic Military Training, Sorin f -: 19**0 

Civil life receded into the distance. Gradually each soldier grew accustomed 

f 1 

to his uniform, and the prospects of active military service, since the war was 
already in progress ? served to bolster his fortitude. After the experiences fol- 
lowing World War I, every German was aware that thore was no avoiding the ira- 

m 

■ 

plications of the future. In spite of es&stlng unpleasant conditions, there was 
hut little basic opposition to the system. It was realized that the whole people 

II 

faced a tremendous task; consequently tho average individual looked with considerable 
cheer upon the prospects facing him. Oppressive as was the rigidity of the machinery 
in which tho national life was caught up, no one believed matters could be handled 

u. 

Bore elastically. So of necessity militarism was tolerated since it was appreciated 
that it was the instrument wherewith a better order of things was to be attained, 

4 

itor cover the people by virtue of the years of tutelage under National Socialism 
were accustomed to leave their leaders undisturbed in the latter I 1 planning. 


On the weatorii fVont the war was limited largely to patrol activities during 
the course of the winter. The sector that any o individual overlooked was inde d 
small; or* the other hand, German leadership w&a not the least modest in proclaiming 
its own virtues. During this time every effort was made to build up the German 
forces. In the training camps of Germany and Poland millions of recruits were pre- 
pared for the forth -coming summer campaign against Prance and Ihgland. The writer 
also received orders assigning him for training to a unit of the Luftwaffe Signal 
Caros near Berlin-. 
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fhls training was rugged but witiiout cruelty. The Prussian military regimen 
was ndurabl^ since the recruits enjoyed aiaple food, comfortable billets, and above 

all were physically conditioned. However, training was not nearly so rigorous in 

# 

the Luftwaffe oiyial Corpa, as in the arjuy at large, and especially in the Waffei>. 
33. Yet, only after the reversals suffered in Russia did the Bpit 1 and polish give 
way to more realistic scnedules of .training. 


The writer found both the quantity as well as quality of the recruit instruction 
rather scanty. This could he attributed in large measure to the mediocre quality of 

the officer instructors. Tne Luftwaffe Signal Corps 'Was held to be very modern in 
every respect, and had excellent equipment. But its officer corps was composed 
mostly of elderly, technically-unqualified reserve officers whose age precluded them 
from front line duty. The senior officers appeared before the recruits only on 
soecial occasions, their tunics covered with the decorations of World War 1, In 
tne main their efforts were dedicated to life in the officers' clubs. The junior 

fl 

officers in the main mere youths, had much broader contact with tneir men, but 
lacked the maturity to influence them constructively. Besides, their thinking and 
feelin, suffered from all the restrictions implanted by their training under National 
Socialism, 3o both the ..ii lit ary and technical training of the recruitB lay almost 

-e 

entirely in the hands of the non-commissioned officers. Within tneir modest ■ cop j 

■ 

many wero excellent, and dedicated theme el ve» to their tasks most conscientiously. 
They ware both physically and technically well trained, but quite ruthless in their 

t! 

methods. Yet later, they proved the best of comrades. 


After completion of ais recruit training, the author was retained at the cent** 
to assist In the training of further recruits. Although he was flattered in this, 

as only the best of the graduates were chosen for tl* duty, tie decision oppressed 

* 

as 

him for two reasons! first, it caused him to miss participation In the jftrench ca:^ 







-oaign; secondly, he became no more thtin a cot, in the training machine. Day and 

fi 

night he was fettered to hiB recruits, and had to supervise them from the time 

1 

of tholr waking until again tney went to sleep. Anyone who does not Bee 1 sole 
■ouroose of life to lay in drilling imiet he repulsed by such occupation. So he 
exerted himsKlf to oe rid of the hateful job, using hiB lir^juistic ability as 
an excuse, finally, in July, 1940, his wish was fulfilled, and n» was transferred 
to the Chi-Stelle in Potsdam (Marstall). 


VI II , The marstall 

Tiwugh the training center and the liar stall lay but a snort distance from 
each other, a greater contrast could scarcely be conceived.. */hereae life in tne 

■m 

trailing centre was one of constant hurry, tn^ li&rstall breathed an atmosphere of. 
oeace and quietude, with an amount of free time such as only a Ministry could 
boast. Tne bulk of the employees of the Mar it all still wor« civilian clothes, sq 
that the few uniformed officers looked strangely out of place. One met there the 

is 

most colorful assortment of personalities; adventurers, seamen and naturalized 
foreigners who spoke only a very broken Geruaij, and conversed by preference in their 
mother tongue. There w* re also political refuge s p merchants ? lawyers publishers, 
and teachers. The variety of types made life at tho Chi-Stelle quite fascinating. 

In cliaracter also this motley crew represented strange extremes. Besides a portion 
of very interesting individuals, there wafs not a negligible number of those who 
abused their key positions in the pursuit of sordid ends. Due to the tolerance 
of the system, many of the latter succeeded in avoiding the consequences of their 

ip 

excesses for a considerable time; but eventually some were court-martialed. 

The author had much time to observe and study the scene at the Marstall. He 
found it useful soon to forget the crudities of the drill field, for in tho i-iartsoll 
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polished manners still had a certain validity. Personal discussion filled many 

hours. In this the author enjoyed certain advantages over those presented to him 

+ 

during the period of hi* recruit training. During hi* free tine he roaioed at 
large about Berlin. The huge sprawling city at first made rather an unfavorable 


impression upon aim;, accustomed as he was to the classical patter of the Italian 

* 

cities. Moreover, the lack of politeness In Berlin repelled him. Yet he found 

a 

that in people a rough exterior often concealed a warm heart. Or eat plans had 
been hatched ftr th. re-buildin, , of Berlin in entirety; then came the war putting 


an erul to all this anbition. 


IX . Jirst hcoericnces in Refer at B 

Beferat B, the link between the iI3 in tne West and the of the General 

S' 

Staff of the Luftwaffe, was, at this time, rather unimportant. Organisation of . 

# 

the out- station 9 was Just In its infancy, and the oo -oner at ion between the Ghi- 
Stelle and the ’4-Leltttsllea without fruitfulness. Contact consisted largely of an 
exchange of paoers; but it was evident tnat in tnie the Chi-Stelle was the principal 
beneficiary, since the efficient wrlc was done by the small out-stations in the 
field. Moreover, the chief concern of the people In the Marstall settled to be their 
own pe rsonal welfare* and advancement. In this the civil employees possessed a 
valuable tradition of privileges. So very early it became apparent to the author 

-M 

that tho vital problems of the service could not be studied to best advantage there*. 
Consequently he reverted to his primary interests, the study of languages and literal is 
in which he mad*^ almost as much progress for the time being as though he were still 
a student at thr university. Taus the war represented for him, as it aid for thou- 
sands of other young opon-mindsd Germans Who gathered in the SIS during this time, 

not an eXTx>auro to bloodshed and danger, but, at the worst , only t suspension of 

■ 

oooortunity to pursue one's civil affairs. 
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The author's first duty at the Marstall was th<; evaluation of British H/T 
traffic of the 10 Tighter Group. Ibr this purpose a mound of log sheets was 
ulaced daily upon hia disk of which he knew nothing beyond th*j fact that tho/ were 

M 

written in ’iigliah. What to do with the Be oaoersf Wlmt purpose did hie work serve! 
Ibr th^ answers to thee* questions ho nad to rely upon his common »tnee. Other of 
hie cowadsi, who entered the Mnr stall about the same time, were no better in- 
structed in their tasks * The civil employees, to whom the stream of young ao Idlers 
now entering the Marstall, and of ton superior to them In knowledge and culture, 
an 1 w 1 10 reor os anted a threat to their privileges offered no assistance* But the 
newcoiinrs fortunat ^ly were or eased by no one, bo that ample time was afforded them 

to find their own way, ?br the liar stall in 1 j ] 0 the war had not yet b^un. So the 

£ 

autiior divided hi s fil^s into ’’airfields 1 ' , "ur-its" and ’'strength reports" of the 
3AJ fixture o.’tv/t; n Middlewallop a» Col irnc-, and acquainted himself with the 
terminology of tm*- BAJ Ji & iit«r Comijand, At this time the 31 b ,-iad already recon- 
structed the organization of the Ha 5* Tigntor Cojuaand, trie exactness of vaiicn was 

confirmed by certain documents obtain, d from the Bolsheviks. 


T 


B 

» 



More interesting than this fi, liter evaluation work was the int or caption of the 

P 

broadcasts of the BBC, which were conled tarns times drily and translated for tto 

■* 

benefit of the A- 2, After having worked for several we ka in t^i. Cni-otells, the 
author was by chance transferred to the A- 2 section of the General Staff, This 
aectio ; possessed the recor is of the Traocn *iinistr/ i and sought for specialists 
who could evaluate them* The. author was very happy about this change* for he now 
found klmaelf engaged upon v*ry congenial work* However miph to his regret, the 
transfer wnj j jrtly revoked, because th*r comraander of the Chi- St ell.*, an old, 


sulen i^ajor , na not appro v*-d if it, 

i 



■ 
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A. Transf cr to Trar.ce 

Or; 10 October l^UO Beferat B wbb transferred to Asnierts-sur-OlBs near Paris. 

B , 

The commander of tno Cni-3telle and his staff accompanied the B-rfernt, Tue Czech 

Government , shortly before its collaoB*.*, lad granted to tne author a fellowsnip 

* 

to Franc-, but political events precluded his .aakin^ use of it* Prance, aft^r 
World War I, adopted a very liberal arid farsi^Wl cultural policy toward tr^.se 
States m^ly-created by tue Versailles Treaty, and m re than any otner of the 


M&1Y tetio ii%, v^echB 'were influeua^l Toy \\ m Trance was not only their net ional 

protector, but their cultural idol as well. So the author had arcrple opportunity 
during his student years to form e cental picture of that land, l%ow as a soldi er 
came t he c h anc e to co .spar e tnc pr - c - n 3 ■ i v ed pic tur d wl t h r eali ty , 




f 


What impressed him met immediately upon his arrival in Stance, was tae apparent 
fact that h'iaan energy did not stand at a high level. Unkempt forests , barren 
fields and decodjot villages w«r^ to be seen on ‘jv^ry side, all in such marked 

contrast to what the author had observed in other parts of Europe he had visited, 

■ 

Certainly war had scourged the land. Thu aighways Were still crowd.au with refugees 
seeking to return to thf northern departments. Yet it was to be perceived that it 
was not alone the current lack of vitality that had brought about the defeat of 
Trance, but something of j. . rained decadence. There were houses in Aanieres destroyed 
In World War I that lay still in ruins, Cn all sides a spirit of lassitude pro- 
vailed. 



Moat of th b man of the Befsrat had itnown Trance before tho war. Many had ac- 
quaintances in Paris with whom they weru eager to re-establish contact. The popul- 
ation with proverbial count esy, met the German soldiers amiably; the latter wore 

* 

under strict orders to deport themselves gracioia ly. In Trance the per capita wealth 
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in chattels was considerably liignur than in Germany. Yet even Czechoslovakia 
enjoyed a aigh-r standard of living than did the latter. Germany was suffering 
still th 1 evil effects of World War I even at the time it began re-armament . 


Tho transf r to Trance uad a favorable effect umn ta v rk of the Refer at, 

TL-. out-stations no longer lay at such unreasonable distances, and in consequence 

k ■ 

the specialists of the Roferat could easily establish contact with those who 
furnished them with the mat’ trial unon which they w rked* However an exchange cf 
o^rsonnol, which would hav^ bean both convenient and advantageous, was undertaken 
only at a later date, Xivertkeleas, work became mar e concrete. With increasing 

interest the young soldiers took up thair labors, wnile the civil employe s im d 

■ 

# 

to forsake their isolation, tae mar e so as tha younger among them were forced to 

ji 

change into "ini form. 

XI. Difficulties in Fi/htrr Traffic, November rj^Aprll 1^4l 

Thu change-over from H? to VHP of tnc RaT Tighter Command was a hard blow to 
t Luftwaffe SIS* Squadron after squadron tnat had all been properly documented 
in thg files could no longer be heard, even though reported a revival of activity 
on the cart of the HA?, With all possible energy production of the 3ADIH VHP re- 

i- 

ceivur was hastened. £»rman industry did not -oroduce a radio rec iver the equal of 
this Freich one. JVoni February, 19^-1, on, the important out- stations on the Channel 

Coast w ire rr.- equipped with this set. end were once again able to monitor H/X fighter 

+ 

traffic. The monitoring of the traffic of 11 and 10 Tighter groups of the HAP, the 
most vital to the Germans, was again assured. 

On account of the temporary cassation of fighter traffic material coming into 
the Heferat, the author changed over to the Coastal Command section where he decoded 
the messages of long range reconnaissance aircraft Intercepted by W/I units. To- 
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gather with wwaj' other young soldier ■ who had Joined the Ref ora t during the pre- 
vious suauner, trio author took: gr< at interest in ‘valuation work, and tried to 
broaden the basis of nis SI 3 knowledge. Yet this enaeavor encountered the syn- 
pathy neither of the old civil employ es , whose iot e thorough knowledge repre- 
sented their last claim to privileges, nor with his superiors who resented any 

ance to a fixed plan. Shis period of duty in the Coastal Command Section 
of tn- Heferat had for the author a furth-^r advantage in ti.at he was on ni^ht 

a 

duty there and had the days free to participate in the cultural life of Paris. 

0) 

The operas, theatres, and cinemas in the Stanch caoitol had been re-opened and 
flourished as in ps&ce-tim?, Periodicals and publications were produced in a 
volume that far surpassed that of wax- time Germany, 



XII, E^-or^anlzatlo n of the R^F Filter Command 

' As the Her mn air offensive against Great Britain in the autumn of 1940 waned ( 
the author observed with some anxiety the rebuilding of the HAP that proce ded 

tlx 0 4 u) at the succeeding winter. German military specialists were of the opinion 

■ 

i 

that this feet was of no great importance. Increasing submarine successes, and 
the favorable conclusion of the campaigns in Norway and the Balkans convinced 

I 

most everyone at home t nat German arms were invincible, 

i> 

After two rival section chiefs had through mutual intrigue eliminated each 
other, the author took over the fighter traffic section. The section comprised 
seven men amongst whom there were no civil employe s. These men were inexperienced ‘ 

ft! 

but possessed common sense ana sound judgement, and thi ir association was a very 

haopy one. Because of the change-over to VHJ 1 on the part of the HAJ lighter Com- 

+ 

mand, 313 coverage was limited practically to south and southeast inland only. 

The use of airborne intercept operators flying from Norway to effect coverage of 
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central and. northern Ekigl and , under taken about this time, had to ha dlacontlnued 
because German Industry was unable to produce a satisfactory airborne VH7 search 
receiver for this work. 

Effort on the part of the British toward the formation of new operational 
training units, th 1 incredibly rapid expansion of the fjround organization, tlie 
tremendous training traffic on all airfields, and the monthly growth of new 
squadrons on the air front, together with their changeover to the newest models 

of aircraft, constituted a gr ?at source of worry for those whose work made them 

* 

oainfull,/ aware of those circumstances. In addition, the British radar, which 
had. hardly been considered by the German High Command during the rush of the 

autumn offensive, now mad itself clearly felt in all its deadly effectiveness. 

■ 

The writer remembers the sensation created in the Luftwaffe General Staff by an 
article in a British magazin« 3 , which credited entir j ly to radar tne defeat of the 
Luftwaffe in the Battle of Britain* A small circle of eaqports who had in vain 
given early warning of mysterious now device® on th© way, felt a macabre eatisfact- 

BP 

ion when the proof of their warning came finally to hand, 

M 

In th*' spring of 1941, the final organization of the SIS in the West was 

W 

created. Do each of the SIS companies was aB sit nod a special task, ana tne SIS 

* 

IB 

’units of Luftflotte 2 which remained in the West aft *r the transfer of W-Leit 2 

■ 

to tlie Bast, were incorporated into the battalion remaining in Paris, Ti.e Heferat 
as tte final evaluation agency compiled all the data and finding® of the SIS in the 
West. Tnis structure of the SIS in the West continued with sli^it Change s only up 
to the time of tho Invasion, 

XIII* Promotions and Jecorations in the SIS 

In March, 19^1, the author was detailed to attend a non-co omissioned oft^icers 
training course. After promotion of the civil employ 3 to tho ^ruie of sergeant, 




J 
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it was required that uny soldier seeking similar promotion woulu qh obliged to 
attend a special training school „ It was u repetition of well-known military 
stuff; but it was wholesome for the body already grown soft in the confining at- 
mosdiere of the office. In the matter of promotions and decorations, the cnief 
of the Eefer&t had only the power to reooamend* Strangely enough., final action 
in these matters reposed in the hands of the company commander who was a mere ad- 
ministrative officer, denied even the privilege of entering tne 313 working offices, 
3o the advancement of the 313 evaluators seemed to depend least of all upon the 


quality of their work. Proraotion of evaluators to offic -r rank also seemed to be 


carefully avoided. Officers of the 313, and esuncially of the Cni-3 telle, s med 

§ 

to be recruit d preferably directly from the drill field and wer- chosen in the 

■ 

main from arong the Hitler Jugend. Some of the more ev-bitioue civil employees of 
the Chi-Stelle did attain officer rank. Th y established a firm oersonnel policy, 
and succeeded in holding the Heforat aloof from a too militaristic policy, iven 
at that knowledge and ability were at a rattier low premium. So, alt no ugh the 
author nad prepared one of thu outstanding 313 report*, and also had made himself 
a specialist in almost every branch of evaluation work, it required four years be- 
fore he was promoted to the grade of technical sergeant, when for the first time he 
could command treatment such as due a self-respecting person, Neither in this time 
did he receive any recognition for the work he did over the last years, most of which 

f 

time he was employed only upon delicate mission*. It seemed always that upon the 
completion or solution. of' a particular mission or nroblera that another was immediately 

thrust uoon him. 


The author's experience In this respect can not be considered a fortuitous one; 

Jk 

it was typical rather for the 313 service as a whole. He found many excellent and 

* a 

well- qualified comrades during his travels, especially in the out-stations, who 


* 

4 
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suff er d bitterly under tne system, and were ground down in the conrnetltlon 
between themselves *-nd lees wortny but politically lk> r n gifted rivals. The 
unit coioand^rs of ten 'nurtured these rivalries for thereby they could secure 
their own no sit ions. The system as a whole aanifeated a d< ep- rooted distrust 

toward every free and independent hu.ian activity. Judgement and capacity Were 

■ 

n it is true; but they did not of necessity recommend a man. Observing tne 

situation, tha author withdrew very early from all this aia nisting competition. 
While by dint of o^r aeverence some of his comrades, in the last year of the war ( 
attained tho grade of lieutenant , the author was n^ver re comm ended as an officer 
candidate because of his critical views. This filled iiim only with a sense of 
satisfaction. He was happy not to be a representative of a cause which due to 
its basically unsound principles, on one hand toward t no world at lar ' e , on the 
other toward the human personality, caved the way not only to its own but to the 
people's catastrophe* 

XI V. Beport on the Uon-3top Offensive 

Aft*-,r finishing the training course, the author returned to his work in the 
Beferat. Special difficulties arose in the field of the British night filters, 
for there appeared in the R/T traffic indications of the use of certain electronic 
devicee, which were then unknown to the Germans. Also the British system of night 
fighter control was worked out for the first time on th^ basis of the log sheets 
covering night fighter traffic. To illustrate the basically erroneous personnel 
policy generally it may be mentioned that the Enferat , although a high-level 
Luftwaffe office, possessed no specialists trained in electronics. In cons eqtt nee 
complicated questions bearing upon electronics were often handled on behalf nf the 
Heferat by students of philology , which of course did not prove very fruitful. 
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The outbreak of the war In the East was taken advantage of by the Brit In h to 

launch an air offensive using their newly-created fighter arm for this purpose* 

■ 

after day the British anitfirss cuall-n^ id the few Ger.T&n Jaf;d^ruppen left 
on the Channel Coast to "battle. At this time the preciee and successful work of 

fi 

t iie 313 out- stations shaped the defensive tactics of the Ger*aan fighters. How 
it proved to be of the greatest importance that in spit - of the limited rang© of 
VHT, the most important fighter control centers in tie British offensive, namely 

'V 

Henley, Biggin Hill, Hortholt, Horthwaald, Hans ton. Tan^nere, Middl ©wallop p "ulxeter, 

Portreath and Col erne were still within range of the dfwXH3 t Evaluation now had 

officer 

a two- fold natures that performed by the duty/ at the out- stations , which w&t tactical; 
and that undertaken by the Ref era t which was of strategic value. It proved to b© 
extremely difficult to explain to the incredulous A~2 the rich, ’uninterrupted supply 
Of aircraft and crews to the RAF, whicn half a* year back had seemed totally defeated. 


There followed in the wake of the campaign in the East a succession of re- 
sounding victories, and the British non-stop offensive petered out even as the 
German one of the previous year, spotlighting t.ie brilliancy and superiority of 

the German fignter pilot* 3o Hitler felt himself sufficiently strong In his al- 

■ 

liance with Jan an to declare war on America, But in tile midst of their march into 
Russia, tns flower of the German Army froze to deuth during' tna dreadful winter of 
19 ^ 1 / 19 ^ 2 , at the same time a small circle of trusted exrvrte began to Be* the i:>- 
oll cat ions of the threat to Germany that lay in the British bombing offensive. The 
Refer&t was tnen included in the distribution of the comprehensive doily situation 

r 

reoort of A-2, the circulation of which was extremely limited. By impartial study 
of thes n detailed reoerts, which included losses and dn.iage sustained turou^h enemy 
action as well as tLos- Inflicted cn the Brifcis** or Russians, it was obvious that 
the mastery of air had finally sllpued from German hands. 
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Since the writer had the improseion that becauee of prona^anda and duty-hound 

optimism only a few even of the responsible officers were familiar with these facts, 

he began, on his own initiative, in the fall of 19 ^ 1 , a semi-annual report on the 

British non-stop offensive* In it he stressed with al . emphasis tne overwhelming 

■ 

air effort of the British after the Battle of Britain, He presented all the in- 

■ 

formation available to Otjrmn intelligence about British fighter control, supply, 
equinm ent organization, state of training, and the advantages and disadvantages 
of their tactics, so radically different from the German, This paper aroused con- 
siderable attention in tho Genoa n Slighter Command, and the a- 2 requested an analog 1 *- 
ous report on British night fighters. He never learned of any practical results; 
things had gone too far for Germany to profit any more by experience, 

XV. General Situation at the 3e^; inning of 1942, 

The Hues! an theatre was at that time drawing the lion^ snare of attention, 

r. 

In a great spirit of sacrifice, the German people rose to tne occasion and contri- 

b -ted clothes for the relief of its soldiers. who without winter equipment were 

1 

facing the colaest weather in 1^4 years. The High Con, and exerted itself to the 
utmost to create new offensive armies and weapons for the battles of tne following 
summer. America 1 s ontry into the war left army and Luftwaffe still ’unaffected. The 
general info riaat ion about America was disparagingly superficial, and the successes 
of German submarines on America 1 * east coast provided further grist for tne mill 
of national smugness and vanity. It was not only considered a crime., but al 30 a 
colossal stuoldity to harbour any doubts of ultimate German victory. 


T he ris - of tho Roferat in importance and prestige was c ntinuous, ^ft^r having 
fount £h* form of organization suitable to perform the work and meet the requirements 

w 

of a military unit, tho inevitable contrast 8 in a society of men so differentiated 
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by or igln and education were gradually merged. At the eame time co-operation, not 

•j 

only witain tile R^ferat, but botw-j n it and the out-statione became cine -r awi 
mors fruitful of result a. Temporary duty and exchange of personal auong the oI3 
units at this time also served to further mutual trust and understanding. Thanks 

to nis uniform, the individual enjoy ed even greater fre dom of thou ht and action 

* 

than vas tnen comaon to civil lif e linco with revue ct to the ever more ’burdensome 

7 

war situation the civilian suffered under constant!/ aggravated control, every 

s 

ablebodied man be inf: spurred to greater effort by pointing out to nim the example 

■ 

of the front-line troous. 


3/ virtue of two furloughs in the course of a year, and constant correspondence 
with his family and acquaintances , the author maintained contact with his homeland. 
Moreover, he never failed on journeys to deviate in his trips to include a visit 
to one or another of the occupied countries t in order to observe at first hand the 
conditions of life there. So in 1940 he visited Cracow ( in ly4l Austria and Alsace, 
in 1942 Prague. In addition to tne German press, he remained familiar tiirou, nout 
the course of the war with that of Great Britain and Arnerica. He was even able to 
follow the appearance of new editions on the J&Juropean book market. Many of the men 
serving in the Referat had lived in countries overseas; some of them owned property 
in South America, Canada or Great Britain, the outbreak of the war having caught 
them on visits to their homeland. Their views of German successes in the war were 

B 

divided and manifold. Among the personnel of the Referat there were no significant 
Party members, and the officers had but little influence unon these self-assured 

t 

non-coms. So a very liberal atmosphere prevailed, which compensated, in some degree, 

■ 

for the official suspicion and mistrust with which SIS personnel was generally re- 
garded . 

* 

m 
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3inc - in the soring of 1:42 so:.ie out-stations iiad to 'be erected in troain, one 
of wiiich wes taken over by the assistant chief of the Heferat, tn- author was 
call d uoon to take over his nost. Hie duties consisted in the din trihut ion of 

all inco inr 3 nao-ra and document s , the control of all outgoing telet/ne meeBa^es 

■ 

; i nd no rta, an d t h e adv i s ing of the chief of the Ref e r at in all per so nn e 1 and 

eval'iation problems. This position gave him a perfect irsi_ht into all the work 
of tne lef e r at as w^ll ap co-ordination and liaioon with all offices both superior 

an d subordinate to it, The post even gained in interest v^en th e old cnief of the 

■ 

a 

Reffcrat was transferred , and his place tai-zen by an energetic and capable young 
caottd a, v/iio finally exploited all tne possibilities that lay in this central of" ice 
with its excellent oeraonnol. 





XVI . LI fa In France lqUl-iqUa 

Daring this tlm* it was f\?lt tiiat the Oori»n» conaenced to fail in availing 

■ 

thmasftlves of tno o^or tunity fr sainted by the occupation of .France. Tne favorable 

iacression created in taw minda of tae BVench by the unobjectionable and correct 

* 

behavior of the German soldiers gradually took an adverse turn as occupational policy 
failed zere and mor - to assume a positive and constructive slant. In consequence 
mieund tr standings and blunders accurralated. By it s might alone military power 
co ’ild not prevail; in fact it lost in moral force since challenge of a military 
ord^r ( however unjust, is out of the question. To all of this was added the effect 
of th*t wreten^d personnel policy of the system, which already within the H*?ich itself 
had driven every fter.oan of good-will to despair. Accordingly political developments 
in Trance w^rn not dissimilar to those that had occurred in Germany; the decent and 
unselfish men who believed in the regeneration of IJiirope, and supported this cause 
with all their might were alienated by a megalomaniac band of adventurers, and in 
bitterness retired from nubile life, which fell more and mar*- into decay and dis- - 


f \ 

w I 
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credit , so that by the middle of I9U2 life in this country had "become more dreary 
and shabby than that of Germany. 


A further reason for the deterioration of good feeling l*y in the fact that 

■ 

the Trench, &e a farmer enemy nation, had a much better sense than the Hermans of 

the imolicatlons inherent in the changing military situation. They felt It for 

* 

ex*L.Trole . in the increasing attacks of the BAT Somber Command on Stench Industrial 
and communications targets, which caused a considerable number of casualties among 
the civilians. In spito of mutual damage, the Be raidB served further to poison 

relations betvi'«n th<i Trench and Germans since the BA? raids were ascribed to the 

■* 

presines of the VfahTnacht in France. 

1 

XVII, ae- Tr ansfe r to the Kars tall. October 1Q42 

Under these circumstances t th« author did not feel unhappy when his old chief 
Asked for his return to the Mar stall in order to assist him in the re-organisation 
of Hsferat C f though the last autumn in France was beyond comparison, After two 
years of absence it was found that great changes htu. com e about In Berlin. The 
comfortable, ministerial atmosphere in the Mars tall vxlited no longer. Many of the 

M 

civilians generally v re now In uniform, and the lie r man face bore traces of worry 
on account of the endless, costly battles in tne last, to which no conclusion was 

I 

in sight. Still life was Quite good* and civilian a id to the armed forces was 
exeiaplarily organized, Hot unjuatl/- the German press ba; sted tne ileich as the 
country of Burooe, which, after thr t - years of war, snowed the soundest economy 
and the least of war damage. 


Th * predecessor of the author's chi f In the Refer at C f one of those wretched 
persons whe in th contusion of war had managed to ingratiate himself into a position 
of author! tv which he used only for his personal advantage* was finally cashiered 



- »3 - 1 v, , 



fro a hi a post und^r the urging of the A-2, who was extremely ipt err* ted ia re- 
eeivtn^ r liable SIS reports from what was th*:n the very lngjortant Mediterranean 
theatre of operations. The inheritance of his successor was very meagre indeed: 

a Ref e rat of about twenty men, all without any training or experience; and an 

■ 

unwholesome r aputatlon at all suhordinata ani wmmt&r headquarters p 


The author was vary much interested In the Mediterranean theatre. Ha knew the 
land and the farce* that there opposed each other. As deputy chief of Heferat C 
he reformed the entir- routine of tfhe work, trained the specialists, while parasites 
and favorites were either rend-jr^d innocuous or transferred to o ut- stations - las 
out-stations Wt-r^ given definitely to understand that their reports Wei’e all pro- 
cessed and checked in the Heferat, and that they could no longer conduct their 
affairs according to whin. In addition, ho took over the aval nation of the Jerry 
and Transport -iection of the Heferat, which was de naed the most important at that 
time, special common I qjues fret: tho German High Command that wore filling the ears 
of the people with the feats of the Army, Luftwaffe, and. the submarine?, paled into 

s- 

insignificance before the fact that - ie Americans had quietly eataalisned one of 
the most significant traffic routes of t, ; world across the sands of the Sahara, 
and the virgin forests of central Africa, 


After having eliminated the trouble makers and petty manipulators from the 
Heferat, the remaining oersofmel proved to be excellent once they were introduced 
n thrir real tasks. Here also there were interesting characters, Gome of these 
Soldiers , who in civilian life were lawyers, journalists, teachers and merchant a, 
were able to maintain contact with their civilian background. Thus much interesting 
news was divulged for which one sought in vain in the German press. Work in the 

j* 

Heferat itself, because of the nature of its revelations, inspired no pleasant 
thoughts. There was so mat Id ng gnostly in Watching the enormous reservoir of Allied 


) 
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eight accumulating fro.a day to day, whereas on Ger:aaa side, thanks to Italian 
sabotage and British A3V, one ftermn frei^nter after the otner wtus sent to the 
hot tom. 


So the author forcer clearly the threat to the Germans at 31 klamein long 

* 

* 

before Hom-iel 1 ® unlucl^ offensive and the British coon ter thrust began* The Geroan 

■ 

public was however fed every day with new illusions, and lived unaware of the Act*. 
When a cousin of tha author with orders to Grets in his p icJcet visited fa£ift s he 
was totally stunned when he learned of the situation that was awaiting him in the 
i4cditerrsnean* 

Bov ember 1942 brought misfortune to the Germans , which seemed typical for this 

month of the yeer. The Alii*; a landed in Africa, and this fact revealed tho fragility 

# 

of the German position in the Modi ter rat: sail, Thun came Rommel's continuous retreat; 
moreover rumors w -re whispered around the Marstall about tho probable breakdown of 
the Ukrainians Caucasus Front, Also in the Uuet menace overshadowed. In Or eat 
3ritf.in, the HaF evacuated a host of airfields for occupation by a mighty American 
Expeditionary Air Fores, Already the first regular flights of B-17's and 1^*24 1 s 
were intercepted over the North Atlantic routs. Owing to the overw. t « lming air sup er- 
iority the Luftwaffe had to face on all fronts, Its missions were reduced to a 
minimum. By this measure strategic evaluation became of increasing importance. So 
again the Reflate were enlarged. Since men were no Jonger available for clerical 
work, and, following the example of Refer at 5 in Paris, women auxiliaries were eon 
ployed in the itorstall. 

Owing to the great increase in the number of frequencies to be monitored, ad- 
ditional personnel was naturally required by the out- stations and intercept conn 
panie s. This requiremfAt did not exist in the Mar stall where from peace-time on 
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t^ire sat a number of persons without any definite asslgunent * Wo^n auxiliaries 


w re earolo^ 1 n^vrrtudeflB , This displeased the author, for needless personnel 

* -* 

tend 3 d to create confusion, and increase purposeless oap^r work in order to keen 
people busy. As planned by the author, evaluation was a work bound to an individual 

g» 

p ■■ 

hujfjan personall ty, Ifow it took on the a^ect of a lar^e- scale, unima^inatl ve pan or 


inter *jri a--. 


Meanwhile the reputation of the H^ferat haa been enhanced by reason of the 
fact that at last it fully met the axpoc tat ions of the A- 2 , and also because its 
control of the Vi-Leit stellen was firm and oositive, while its contacts witn W-Leit, 
Southeast, in Athens, were extr raely satisfactory anil profitable. The contact 
with W-Leit 2 in Taormina, however always r- suited in r peated qu stions and 
dif " r- nces € Th^r* fore, in o rd ,r to acquaint Himself with the situation th_re at 

first hand, the author schemed for temporary duty in dicily for which he prepared 

\ 

hi a chief gradually. 


Th~ r.fvw year (19^3) brought not only Montgomery's rapid advance in Africa, "but 
also the disaster on the Ukrainian JVont, and tno battle of despair of the Sixth 
Army in Stt-lingrad, lay after day on the .maps of the war room in the Mar stall, the 
pins wt-re moved back and back to mark the steps of the German retreat. Meanwhile 
the press waa mnr^ optimistic than at any previous time, and continued to speak 

compasBionat ely of the enemy. The contrast between thiB fiction and the reality 

>■ 

was hard to bear, thi moraso by the author since ha had a friend in the Mars tall 

# 

who had pr .vioisly bam employed in the Oerjoan Press Bureau, who informed him 

m 

that, the propaganda chiefs w*re not curtain whether to order a pompous Celebration 
of th ■ tenth anniv ^rsary of Hitler's accession to power, falling on January 30th, 
or to reserve this date for an announcement of the crushing defeat at Stalingrad 


* 
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In order to drive the people to the utmost of exertion. Only at the last moment 

* 

was the decision made to pursue the latter course. 




XVII I . Temporary Duty in Italy. February to June. 1941 

Finally the author' • wish waa fulfilled wnon , in February 1^3, he war 
ordered to a lengthy period of temporary duty in Italy. His orders directed that 
he acquaint himself with the intercept and D/F work of the out-station in Hoto, 
Sicily; to write an SIS report on the RAF fighters based on Maita; and to observe 
and r Toort on the work «=md liaison of all the SIS units in Sicily. It was for a 
sergeant a rather unusual assignment. So he was qu te independent on the mission 
btiriL allowed to employ hie time according to the dictates of his judgement and 

« P P 

was able to move at will x'roni one station to another without ’being hajjpered by 
uni t command er © » 

I 

Between Berlin and Reggio in Calabria, there ran a dail; train reserved for 
Gernan troops* This train was so scheduled as to reach the Brenner Pass about 

mdnight, whicn strengthen d the suspicion that tne Italians were fortifying the 

* 

Brenner line. It was one of the most rapid railway journeys the author can recol- 
lect. Despite the fact that this period marked tnn beginning of the Allied bombing 
offensives, the R'ichsbahn was still at the height of its efficiency. From Reggio 

I * 

on tha Italians took over management of the traffic* And so the trip from Messina 
to Syracuse consumed as ranch time as th^ Journey ^rom Berlin to Reggio . Hours 

r> 

were spent in nr -poration for, and tue journey iti?-?lf across the Straits of Messina 

m 

■r 

on one of the two remaining ferries that to that date had escaped the 3ritish 
bombers. The ferry was prepared to defend itself against aerial attack by mounting 

s 

n n its decks two antidlluvian cannon theatrically handled by Italian soldiers, at 
which sirrht the Gern&n flak gunners aboard broke into a roar of laughter. 
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During the JourAey along the Sicilian coast,* tne author obs rved. for the fir at 

m 

time the effects of the bomb war upon a mlpleis people little able to sustain it* 

m 

The sight of those wretched people, suffering as tney did from malnutrition and agoni- 


ting fear, seamed grotesque to aim, accustomed as he was to the grandiloquent tone 


of the Fascist newsoaoer a. For what seemed endless hours the train stood in stations 

■ 

awaiting the "all clear" before proceeding* It was i’itoosaible to apeak with anyone 
during this time, even with an Italian officer! all teemed totally n or v^* wracked 

r 

and ejuiaustcd* 

liven with those first impressions, the author waa forced to the conclusion that 

Italy had overstrain* d itself in entering tne wra 1 . Tais affected him; he felt hiT>- 

self akin to this warm- hear ted though poverty-stricken people for he had spent two 

of the happiest years of his life among the Italian people* He owed to their out- 

■ 

standing thinkers more than he did to his German teachers. It was Benedetto Croce 


and nis disciples f who showed him the oath to the great German tradition* He had 

known the Italian o^ople during their ascent and in tneir pride, and had felt here 

■ 

for the first time a joy in belonging himself to a great ^Juropean people* But 
this love and affection strengthened moreover by his interest in the fine arts, 

.a 

sharpened only his perception of the inevitable catastronhe that these people ap- 
o reached. 


Life in southern Italy and Sicily was one of frightening poverty and squalor. 

It was no less tnan a crime to undertake the waging of a war with the se starving 
millions, who had not reached the level of decent handicraft, against a highly in- 
dustrialized continent* Among these people* the Fascist Party had lost all in- 
fluence. though it is Questionable whether it had ever ooesess ed any* Its hysterical 


cry for greatness had nothing in common witn this reality* In social conditions nc oro 
greas had been made during the years of its rule* The mass of the population in the 
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towns and on t Jv* land llv^d wltn no ttftre enllght enm^nt than did the slaves on the 
earae soil two thousand yearc a^o. 


Tne Italian A rmy offered the sane cmpressive spectacle. Tno uninterrupted ci^ain 
of war that since 1935 Mussolini had foisted upon the country had drained off the 

m 

few good soldiers that Italy could "boast , The grievances which the civilians suffer- 
ed were mirrored, also in the Army. Hie wa^s of an enlisted man, even of aevt n or 

4 

*lght years service, represented hut a snail fraction of that which a German soldier 

received. Moreover hi relatives enjoyed no partial tup port or social advantage* 

■ 

3bod and billets were so poor that many Italian soldiers sold their equipment, and 
in addition en^a^ed in potty trade in order to live. On tho otn< r hand t the of- 
ficers lived in luxury, and commissions could be purchased. Between officer and 
enlisted man existed no link or common bond of fate. Only' in one thin£ did they 

r 

a^resi that for the distasteful business of fighting the German soldi ,r was far 

■ 

better suited. 

iff 

The author spent the soring of 1^43 at tne R/T out- station near Ho to* The 
detachment was billet -d in a castle of medieval primitiveness, which lay ten miles 

distant from the town on a eminence s^irrounded by precipices. If tne weather per- 

*» 

altted the houses on Malta were visible from the roof. TIk* detachment possessed 
very experienced personnel. Its successes during the two Malta offensives were 
considerable. It had a land-line to the German fignter control at Comiso. The 
company of which the detachment was a part was stationed in Syracuse, Two D jl sets 
were at its disposal, one in the vicinity of the station, the other in Ragusa 
Sicily. 

The virile, care-fre life of this detachment, in such marked contrast to that 
in the stuffy atmosphere of the Kars tali, pleased the author very much* Jor the 


declassified 

f \ * * 

i fc — 1 * m i 

I Vl — v* 

first time lie saw r oal co-operation betw 3 ;n the BIB and the tactical units, 

a 

During; the time of missions on the part of the combat unitii, the ilh men were 
totally absorbed in their work. On the ofch r hand, durin t tir ir free time, they 
relaxed and enjoyed the life of a soldi r, Thor a w«r« as in any other oat- 

W 

station, quite extraordinary types a ion L tftese soldi rs* Tne author beca ,e oart- 
icularly friendly with one of them, a botanist by profession, with wfc)m he 0 trolled 
about the countryside study in, the flora of the island, Th^re was a considerable 
decree of social anti Invellectu&l life in this remote d-tachu nt, hvery wo^k there 
Ron eared a laotinn^pictur c tiuck or a troupe of actors, scientist 0 visited 

the 'unit and gave lectures, There was also constant social contact with members 

of the Italian 31 o. 3o this siuall detachment comprising about thirty men enjoyed 

* 

a raor esignif leant cultural life than that of iiiany towns with a tho us and- fold 
oonulation, Living conditions and the food were excellent, ana wine vae often x>re 

k| 

nlentiful than water, which latt r had to be carried un the mountainside from the 
valley below. So these montiis spent in rocky lorAiness reoresented for most of 
the participants a moot agre able time^ thf moreso sinc^ their work in latt r years 

was never 00 vital; for as yet the supremacy of the Luftwaffe had not yet slipped 

■ 

from Its hands. 

After acquainting, himself with the work of tho intercept operator*, and that 

s ^J| <1 K*- L-j*. « 

of the D/l stations, the author began to gather material for his report on ilalta. 
Wherein material was scanty, or gaps appeared in the story, assistance was given 
by members of the detachment that lad been participants in events ever since the 

beginning of tho Battle of Malta, The mar * familiar he became with the situation 

* 

the more the author wondered that tne island tad not been taken in May, 1942, by 
parachute troops, jfivery individual member of this detachment wno by his contact 

with the receivers, could perceive the increasing interruption of the German supply 

* 

0 

routes to Africa occasioned by the SaF combat aircraft based on Kalta, agre *d with 
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the author In hi a conclusion that it was criminal negligence on the part of the 

•V 

German Command in not reducing the island, an opinion which he strongly expr ea- 
sed in Ilia report. Agreement with this opinion was not found in the tf-Leitstelle 

in Taormina, between the members of which and those of the det&chmt nt at No to 

■ 

■ 

considerable difference existed* Therefor- extensive comment and some rebuttal 
were added to the author's report by the iih-Leltstelle before it was passed on to 

ii- 

the Chi-Stella. 

After the completion of this part of hie mission, the author proce ded on 

b 

further travels. First he visited the W/T company' in Syracuse which monitored the 

S' 

frequencies of thii reconnaissance aircraft "based on jialta, and the point-to-point 
networks in Africa, Their smootaly- functioning work offer d no problems, the more- 
so since it served, in the main, statistical pur . job as only, viermc ardp movements 

from southern Italy and Sicily to Africa were constantly names, a by the RAJS', since 

* 

the Italian naval stations always furnished to the Eritisn information on the 
sailings of the convoys, and a sufficiently strong German escort was no longer 
available. 

■ 

The author visited for a longer tivu* with ^Leit 2 in Taormina, ^ere also he 

■ 

received a pleasing reception, but the moral climate of this luxurious abode of 

i 

the Geman Luftwaffe Staff of the South did not attract him. W-Lrit 2 boasted the 
oldest and utost exner ienced valuation personnel, Tno only tning to be said however 
of the officers corps was that it knew full well how to make the most of the agree- 
able life in this fanous r -sort town* as a result the possibilities of the olS 

* 

in the western Mediterranean were not nearly so fully exploited as were the social 
attractions of this headquarters* Monitoring of t be 12th UehuUP had not advanced 
beyond preliminaries. Likewise, except for the exertions of *ULeit f Southeast, in 
Athens, the point-to-point networks of the Allied forces in North Africa remained 
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unidentified, for the monitoring of which W-Leit 2 pretended not to have »uf- 

v * 

fie lent f^Celwi, There was an absence of foresight and forthright contact with 
reality, tfveryoae took great o&ins not to coxae by tne loss of hie comfortable 
berth. The battalion was to all intents and purposes in a state of decay, and con* 
d it ions cried for correction, A few months later when a large number of the of- 

i 

fleers were relieved, and the evaluation company was reorganized, the battalion 
became a model of excellence in tne veiy same respects that previously had proved 
its greatest shame, 

With what blind arrogance capable technical specialists were treated by their 
military superiors is well illustrated by the following example: Immediately after 
the surprise landing of tho Allies in North Africa, a sergeant evaluator after great 

difficult 'es succeeded in semiring permission to organize an SIS detachment to pro- 

■ 

Ceed to 'Simas In Sardinia for the numoi# of monitoring Allied traffic in Northern 
Africa. From this point ho discovered the traffic of the air support networks 

of the American Fifth j*nay . concentrated the work of h*6 detacha-mt in special- 

\ 

ization upon this traffic, while iie himself solved tne American grid code system. 

V 

JP 

In closest co-operation with the j>y-2 of the German i'hpiter Command in Sicily, who 
realized immediately th> enormous value of this work and supported the sergeant 

HP 

in every respect, the messages of tho air support networks wer; evaluated. A 
reading of these massages enabled early warning of American attacks by fighters and 
bombers on airfielis remaining to the Germns in ‘Tunisia, so that aircraft on those 
airfields could be withdrawn in ample time to escape destruction; thus considerable 

losses were soared to tiip German Luftwaffe, In recognition of the sergeant's services 

■ 

he was aw;irded , on recommendation of the fighter command, a high decoration, Par from 
bein ; ; pleased witx; this success of one of it s men, W-Lei t 2 criticized him harshly 

m 

for not having sent his reports to the fighter command through normal channels, and 
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ordered his immediate return from Sardinia to Taormina, Altm t a this was de— 

■ 

layed by th< intervention of the: fighter command, tiie resourceful sergeant lia d lost 

■ 

* 

standing in the eyes of h'.s superiors. He eventually r turned direct to battalion 
headquarters where he could mor t easily be held und the thrimb. 




The next sta r ;e of the author ( s journey ‘brought him to the oIS company in Mir- 

m 

eala, Sicily. This conr,any was lo.catfiu in tj. ; outskirts of t no town, w: t ich, several 

■ 

B 

da/s before his arrival had been entirely destroyed by an attack of d-?4 , s. Both 
the dandsca^rj and way of life in this part of tne island was half-African. It 

•b 

was about this time that Tunisia fell, and the remnants of the SIS company from 
Africa gathered in this area. All things were pervaded by the feeling that the 
invasion of Sicily was Imminent. The Italian soldiers, whose duty it was to guard 

the seaplane moorings in the harbor, fled into the mountains. So, during the 
evening bathing hour, the German solditTS could swim out to tne aircraft which were 

a 

left entirely unouarded. 



The mass of the pooulation lived in filtn and misery. The destruction of the 
larger towns htu caused a considerable paralysis of life. The Italian jo ldi ary 
had already become so m rged with the local populace that they appeared jointly as 

ragged, mendicant t^r >' mn 9 It co uld not be belioved tnat these disorganized band® 

■ 

v<riid off^r the least of resistance to a landing enemy, In no *e&coast town could 

p 

a remnant of the coastguard be found; in fact, they wer- entir ly devoid of human 

B 

life. Only the odor of death pervaded the atmosphere while the dogs and cats roamed 

hungrily about the shattered streets. 



Trfhat was left of the German garrison on the island comprised principally supply 
and technical troops. ^Evidently the Germans had decided not to defend Sicily. Never- 
theless, the German troops remaining on the island maintained Iron discipline, and 
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their accustomed s^ldi^rly bearing. During an excursion to Mt. Jtna, the author 

0 ! 

HI 

had an opportunity to spend son® days with, the crews of a bomb r itscawader in 
Catania. Although this unit had suffered six hundred oerc snt losses sine- 1 its 

activation, the readiness of the crews to fly additional lais^ionB was as pro not 

* * 

in ^arly days of the ar. So the G«r;jan soldi or remained as the sole em- 


bodiment of order and diseioline amidst the. decay and despair of an a:;iorphous mass. 


The 513 conroany at /tarsala had specialized upon the monitoring of the allied 
radar reporting networks with which they had considerable success t si net it had 
Just reached tile stage of breaking and reading the messages. However personal 

dif ficult ios euong the men w^re * specially vexatious since the youthful company 

■ 

CommAndr still assumed tho attitude of th“ unapproachable drill master, and had 
no proper understanding or appreciation of their wrk. Yet suo^rio r offic rs e«- 
t seined this typo of company lead r for, on one hand, he always deferred to their 
opinions, and, on the other, die not ^barrass them by raising a discussion of 
technical questions. The author therefore departed this inhospitable milieu after 
thro 1 days in order to work with the VHP detachm’?nt on Mt* lirice, from which point 

i 

he observed the sudden capitulation of Pantellerl a, The mornings he spent in the 
small D/7 van situated at the brim of a precipice high above the i-lilo airfield whence 
he could see itejor Dahl and his brave fighter pilots taking off in the dawn of the 
coming day. Intercept operator, D/7 man, and. duty officer, he was all three at once, 
and, in his ov/r. small way, to k a hand in the desperate battles of the German 
fighters, which of ter. had to contend against a twenty-fold enemy. Around noon he was 
r 1 loved, and could rest throughout the heat of the day. In the evenings he made 
friends with the shepherds of the hills, who amongst their flocks lived an almost 
ageless life in t.nis Homeric landscape. 
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XIX. Return t> the Chl-Stelle. July 1943-JiwuBry lj44 


In the midst of his activity in Sicily, the author was recalled to the 
Mar stall in Berlin by a message from the Cni-Stelle, Tne return trip waa made 

m 

without significant event. But since ferry Service across the Straits of Messina 
had ceased, he was forced to fly to Italy even though the Sicilian airfields by 
this time wort? in a constant state of alort. In Naples he spent a night during 


the course of which the 205 Bomber <iroup of the BJLF sank five freighters in the 
harbor which wore loaded with coal. Proceeding northward he stopped in Pr as rati 
witn tho 31 i liaison team stationed th-r e, and carried away with him a very un- 

jb 

•I* 

favorable impression of incompetent officers, ane twists groomed to the point 

* 

e 

of affectation. However after month* of squalid impressions, he was rath r 
happ 1 1/ b owl Id e r ad by the p e#- c n- like el egane e a n ' r e spec t ah i 1 i ty n f Ro man life, 
though the inhabitants of Ho. " assured him that this was only a sham concealing 
national decade ue ^ ins ec or i t y and , hunger * 


At this point the author definitely lost ail nope in the war. let he little 


knew that what he bad so on in Sicily and Italy was but the prelude to a general 
catastrophe that would spread throughout all of ihrope, aid that the ultimate ex- 
cr fission of despair and ^degradati on should be reserved for his own people. National 

a* 

discipline forbudo that he think these thoughts oky-il. V.t his worst fears were 


the more confirmed when a friend in Marsala assured him that within a ; ear th 


friend aid his coaoany would have withdrawn to the fringes of the Alps, ht realized 

# 

■ 

at last that th^re was no chance left for a Europe lad by Germany f In the W c st as 
in the 3kst superior farcae with superior equipment were already at work eroding the 
protecting covering of Europe by continuous thrusts at both its heart ana periphery. 


When lie r turned to Berlin, he noticed particularly how much more grey and cheer- 


less deman life hau grown. It was as If every hon citizen of this people had 
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tacoiab the 'beholden creature of the great Moloch of war. The whole aspect of 
life had something unhealthy about It; and so ho found conditions in the Beferat 
where a throng of tired soldiers and pallid girls were forced to engage in tea 
hours of daily labor on paper work, which seomed to the author to be less fruit- 
ful thrift wer before. He did not wish to become likewise bloodless and unbalanced 
by r attaining any longer than necessary a.aidst these dish^art enin^; conditions* So 

Imtt ediat-ly he requested a now mission in the fiel^, and as far away from the paper- 

■ 

tick itar stall 63 noeicle, 

■# 


a new mission woa not inuaediat uly forthcoming since his chief ne-.ded hit 
ex p rience in orocessing some HP H/T traffic t which was being monitored by certain 
o it- s tat ions in Greece, Italy , Spruce and Spain. It concerned taice-off aud landing 

procedures emanating from American control towers in Africa, which enabled coi>- 

■ 

B 

elusions to bo Irawn from the u »:islty of traffic at di ff eroat airfields. After 

■ 

having establisliod the foundation for continuous analysis, and trained a man to 
continue the work, he wrote a confidential report on nis experience* in Sicily; 

A 

he was then granted a x'urlougn, ti-t; last or: i ha spent With his fan il^ . 


About this yirae the autnor evolved a modest plan for his life. Its design ran 


generally as follows! After seeing something more of the world and having e 


tablish id permanent contact with men of similar interests, he intended to Seek 
a scientific post in his Silesian homeland eiti* r as keeper of archives or librarian 
a type of endeavor for which he felt himself well suited by both education and i .Or- 


dinal ion, He desired to ex^rt his influence on tn t rural population of those di 


tricts of southern ollesiR, which had h. n Slavlcized cm ac<n unt of the religious 


ouarrels of the Ha formation, in or d^r to or o vide for these people a richer cultural 
life. Since tn< nrosracts of nis entry into public life were circumscribed by the 
fact that he was not a number ox" the S&zl Party, ftfcvafthtless he had the legitimate 
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1 

hoae that following a war t. At would prrsve somethin^, loss tnan cat&Btrophic for 


Germany, a revlBLc- of th<-- "misting irif lexlble internal policy of the Belch would 
follow resulting ir. a certain equalization of opportunity between Party members 


and vatarana of the war. 


Daring the varijas visits to his hoae he had frequent occasion to judge Party 

■ 

policy toward t.*e conquered .Slav people amon^ whoa he had spent his youth, 
though the Czech Government had pursued a policy of de-nationalization toward the 




Sudeten Germans and other minority groups with tin- result that th<y, and particular- 
ly tne Geraang in tne state, stood on the ed^** of an economic abyss, the brutal 
policy now followed by the liazi Party toward the Czechs was no leas short- sighted, 

Wm 

Moreover, in those regions of Czechoslovakia and Poland, where different national 

grouos lived side by side, the attrition of the war, which fell heavily ut>on the 

» 

j ;r oaa el 1 a i & t * _ efl s ^TOUdi 3 1 nc t the/ VfTi dr af ted into the Ann/ and other- 
wise made to a--rve the German cause, became already apparent in 13 O* 3ir*e»; the 
Other national groune of the conquered territories cf C 2 echo Slovakia and Poland 
were not compel Id likewise to serve tho German cans-, tharr- was naturally created 
an imbalance as betw^ n their Ger:mn n^i^hbors and themselves both numerically and 



economically. So the hospitals w^re crowded with wounded, and what renainea in the 

•§§ 

German settlements Were largely old men, women and children. On the whole, the 

■* 

Czechs as a people had not suffered any losses at all. So while in individual 

IV 

cases Czech citizens w. > harshly treated by the German officials, these wretched 
creatures could be bribed by the Czechs, and, so by the large, the Czechs r unix-d 
able to nandle their own affairs. Also the Czech workers who wore impressed for 
labor in Germany invariably succeeded after a few months of work there in withdrawing 



from these loathesome duties, going underground and returning to thi-ir own country, 

# 

io the impr Bsio- c ,.l«.-a^d within thosr border countries in ti os< days were a source 
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I ^ r v. 


of aprirehension wt.-in looked, upon with a ser.BH of reality uncolornd by prejudice. 
The fate of tnu remaining old men, women, and children of Gcnam blood in theae, 
regions depended antir-*ly upon events then transpiring in tha -Last. 


After the author's return to this Marstall, a field assignment similar to that 

■ 

which had taken hii.i to I* ely , but tu.i: : - to t.d>. -a 3 , r iv ciit errane&n, was 4e* 
nied to Iil.ii by Mayor IViedrich, chief of the Chi- 3 telle, with the remark that such 
duty would transcend thu ccnmet*;nce of his grade. The author :ied intended to or- 
ganize there the monitoring of H? E/T traffic, which was then being accomplished 
b * the ou:- stations without any co-ordinated plan, iince aenial of this mission 
could only "be interpreted as an expression of the displeasure of the chtaf of the 
Chi-3 telle on account of the frank report rendered concerning 313 conditions in 
Sicily, the author could only resign aims elf to a longer stay in tne ^ retell . 


Aft r a v. • hackwork h • *r e 


I there in the Heferat ( he wa's set to tne task 


of analyzing air s rroort traffic following upon th& Allied landing; in Italy 


Tue attacks of heavy 'bomber formations on the Alplm passes had completuly dis- 
rupted the wire co oimni cation between thj Italian rVont and the General 3taff. 

3o for some time the latter depended entirely on intelligenci received from air 
support traffic for a pictua e of the ^ound situation in thiB theatre. Most of 
these meisa-r-s w«-re intercepted by the 313 company in Montpellier, southern Prance, 
and telephoned immediately to the rlarstall wnerti they were immediately deciphered 

1 

and evaluate . The copying, dooiphi ring and analysis 0 ^ the huge bulk of daily 
messages required much oat lent rind uotnilt-d work, and the service he rendered in 
Accomplishing all this gave the author a great sense of satisfaction. After the 
first crisis had nassed and comi*iunication was restored witn tn*‘ Italian Trent, he 
was rewarded with a furlough to ,Zakopane ( Poland. 


i 
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XX, rirpt Yl^lt to Poland. Jfovajftbcr- Decojib 


j3v*-nt b in Poland ha* 1 repeatedly startled tile durman pdlic, Riots in v/araaw, 
n-iver non t toned in the ierrnan press but whispor^d about by pop pi _ who had some 
business in the ^General- Go vernaen t 11 , had upon occasions called forth the use of 
heavy wvnoona and operations on th > part of field units. Disturbing ruaers had 
V;en circulating all along concerning the inflation and living conditions in this 
land, dven in Party circle#, it was admitted tU^t the administration of the country. 


for which 25,000 *aore employe s £ ed t^a n th« Rritisl 


? 1 i w Lvt. r nl_ c f 


I idia was 


n* of th worst in the world. So thn author was 



eful for a;, oppor- 


tunity to see and learn with his own eyes. 



The lovely c resort o- Srvjopnne, i.liabitod aim at exclusively by woun 

a 

r.-.l tile convalescent w,^a scarcely an Expropriate place to study conditions, But 
1 was r op oiled by the social lovel to which the Polo® had been reduced by law. In 
this over-popul at ed country want was as widespread as insecurity. The net io mil 
identity had been obliterate, giving place to ou; a^rphous uass thrown from 


pillar to pest, and alt or rating between uurd,_r ;s . espair and d easily epatlv* 


X * 


difference between these sordid conditions .1 those created by Bolshevism 


:la v? ■ i:. that cojauunism knew how to draw oolitical 


r out of is de- 


gradation of uan, and ruthlessly to make tL*» .missas sorv . its erais. T.,e I^asis 


became ev mors and more helpless in the face of tho 


us ion and hopelessness thej 


nad cr .at - d . ftc: 


v.ry of the situation, and finally the who I-- crazy struct- 


ure ca,^ tuubli ; hiwa about their dars. 


J>ur i t he e o ir s e of tills winter happ an ed the sudden and s e e^ai ngly xxiudq t i va t ed 


vitndrsvnl o : 


«? 4 


rmy droup Manst oin from the Ukrai ne 4 concerning which the aost 


shocking ' 'tails werr revenled by soldiers who returned hoiaa on furlough. This 
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campaign brought tha Russians to tile tloreshold of the Balkans. This debacle, and 


the indicated treachery of many German generals wrought the same effect as the 

* J 

systematic destruction of Gornen cities by the strategic air forces of the western 
Allies, Everyone able to do so retired within himself more completely than he 
had ever done before. During this winter the author met the woman who was to ts- 

n 

come his wife, W ith her he availed himself of wliatever still wag left of music, 
the theatre and cultural life in Berlin in those days. Though he knew that In 
the end there was vory little hope left for a decent future, he acquired a certain 
self-confidence. Vlth this new hold on life he felt able to deal with fate what- 


ever it nifcht present. 



:UI. Trc..3i':r to bputh Tn Tranc^ February-; 


Gradually the author came to feci that if he could not get out of Germany 


very soon he would be engaged there. Therefore, he exerted his ingenuity to secure 
orders for duty in another country. Slanlly he succeeded in obtaining transfer to 


‘ Montpellier in southern Stance. His experiences during this sojourn were strikingly 

■ 

analogous to those he encountered in Sicily. Again there was a sense of great events 
imo ending ; yet the scene generally was weighted with tha quiet tradition of jJuropean 


life. 


3br the second time in the course of the war the author found hineelf on duty in 

II 

France* Hallway junctions in central and soutV_:*rn France v ere stij.1 intact, but 
trains mv^d slowly and with great caution, In/ertain e actio ns one could sgq for 
allies along the right of way, the scattered r.iletons of burned-out cars and coaches. 
The previous good-will and hearty understanding that existed between the German sol- 
diers and French civilians seemed very remote from the relations now prevailing; 
occupation troops were no longer permitted to move unarmed through the streets of the 
towns. 


- SO 


Trance was the firtit land to feel tho full Weight of the Allied air ara, and, 
of course, cnarged all their dead to the Genian account. The number of its casual- 
ties in air raids, up to the time of ths Invasion, exceeded by far the total 
losses of the Trench Army in the campaign of 19 ^+ 0 , -Economic life was rooribund; 
inflation had b^u n, though it had by no means reached such desperate proportions 
as in the southern and eastern countries, - 

j. 

Only out of tit way oIbcjs wore still cl*an, 3o it was with Mont A ^el t 25 OQ 

* 'nj 

feet above Itonte Carlo, tm roil >s distant fro m hice, The R/T station at Mont Agel 

a 

resembled that of Hoto surprisingly. As *4*lta lay just across from the latter, 
so Corsica could be seen from Mont Agel. However tho enemy fighters mostly 
American, based on Corsica, were more sure of their superiority than were tho Be on 

9 

;4alta, The few inoxneri 'ace^ G;r:«n crews in southern Prance did not dare to face 

M 

them. So the German SIS was tl»oaly agency that operated against them effectively, 
Dscreaae of airpover and increase of tho importance of the 313 were aliaost pro- 
portional, 

■ 

The out- station had a pleasantly high standard of living, Ibod and billets 

* * 

were excellent, and the old, interesting mountain towns of the 3ea Alps invited 
to many fascinating excursions. The Britisn ;na,jor, in who Be fine villa the platoon 
was billeted, possessed an excellent library, the volumes of which were perused 
with ^reat ardor. In addition there was an atmosphere of quietude about the place, 
and the inhabitants enjoyed freedom from oppression, coercion and sorrow, which 
^r- -dually was becoming a rarity in Europe. 

3outhorn JVance, which had known no enemy intrusion in a period of 700 years, 
seemed essentially more sensible in its national pride tenan tat- center and north 
of Rrance, Life in ancient and beautiful towns like Arles, Klmes and Montpellier 
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made a wearying improssion since th* 3 soutn;m Frenchmen seemed to lac even more 
in initiative than oth r French grou-os, This part of France was accustomed to 
live off the trade incidental to import from Africa, which co amerce for two years 
nast had been strangled by the war; therefore , the standing of living was low, 
especially in Uarsaille, which city made a lurid impression upon the author. 

Perhaps not all would have been lost to the Germans in the course of this year 
if the German Command would have renounced its dreams of conquest and nowtr, and 

■a 

would have handed over the fate of the people to personalities who, considering the 
trend of affairs, would have found the courage and acumen to make peace with the 
adversaries, Pour bloody years had exhausted the original strength of the Wshrmecht 
to a great extent, Heplacement s in 1944 were most uneven# In southern Prance, tiB 
autl*>r reneatedly saw maneuvers in which the troops w-re either children or old 
men int .jrspersed among whom were a f -w front-line troops r cores eat ed by non— comm is— 
pioned officers recently relessod from tne hospital, £hich a nondescript arm; was 


facing 


incaoable of coit rolling; a rebellious country, and 


invasion by a power tnat had 


mobilized the reserves of a whole hemisphere for this very purpose. 


Witlx>ut doubt a large number of Germans realized this; but fchey were too 
defoly enmeshed in the war for any corapromi se. Officers and soldi rs alike had 
become accustomed to facin tJ hopeless situations. Only the most extraordinary men 


could withstand such circumstances without losing eojie portion of their uxjral 

r 

stature. But no nation is composed of extraordinary men alone, So a sense of it i- 
feriority and unrelieved hopelessness began to erode the once faultless morale of 

the Vehrmacht, 

I? 

Sevan (hantBai classes had already known little but war. And they who have dealt 

* 

in death as their trade for years on and can easily bs lost to the influences of the 


- 62 



cultured life. So signa of decay 'began to loon 'behind the ev*r Bore ruthleli 
rigid it,' of the ay at am. 3ach individual thrown more and more upon his own re- 
sources resulted in nnny taking flight in things of the moment; those who could 

# 

afford it indulged in violent pleasures, exploiting to the dregs any advantage 
licit or Illicit which opportunity afforded. Klsfortune never Improves man so 
long as hr possesses even the shreds of power. (Jarman conscientiousness and 
r ctitude, and the charact erlsfrics termed "by 3ichte most_ essentially derma , viz. 

m. 

to do t. lings well for their own sake, all seemed to have vanished from Germ An 
life. 


I 


XaII* xftss Uinment in nc-rsaw. Hey- July 1944 

■. 

She author's hope of witnessing at first hand a motorized retreat northward 
■ 

from southern. Trane » was frustrated hy a message from the lfar stall ordering him 

fa 

to return to Berlin shortly “befor; the American Seventh Army landed on the Riviera, 


About this tine political supervision be^an to extend even to the Luftwaffe , 
which , as a privileged service without traditions, had been considered up to this 

p 

time politically reliable, A large number of its generals had been floering's cou*- 

rades in World War I, and the most *faLK>us bomber and fighter pilots, who wer^ held 

up as shining examples to German jouth, had al:ao at all haen recruited out of the 

* 

Hitlerjugend* Though there was a lack of capable men on the Luftwaffe General Staff, 

distinguisned officers, who w -re specialists in th>jir respective fields, were re- 

■ 

placed because of th-ir liberal political views by snappy young general staff 

■ 

officers, who could not even understand the language* of the en r my countries their 
sections ware concerned with, but viio simply stood high in the party's good books. 
Even the enlisted nen of tht, R<:ferat were not immune in this spying campaign f and 
the author, accustomed to the free- thinking atmosphere of the out-stations, got 
into trouble mor a t han o nc e b e caus e so ne o f f- hand r emark of his was reported by 
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officially appointed sycophants to hi* superior*. 


Tk v* ,■» 


-* - v '"' r ’ iT1 aft r J.ln r t'u"n Yroiu nee .v v ord-rs directed 


h r:c 1 ^ry ./ raaw in ordjr to supervise th-* intercut ion and ^v^luation 

a * V S platoon that ha 1 be a: transfer? cl frou the V/eat in ord<r to 


aonltor Acer lean traffic from airfields in tile Ukraine. Ihe Germn CouE.iand had 
been comn lately unprepared for the Allied landing in Africa (the public 1 * at— 
tantii dug adroitly divert 3d from thi* catastrophe by the claaorou* publicity 
Iren to the occupation of Vichy Erance), and it got a major surprise from th* 


t^iians -*v iry year. So of oours* it lived in a continuous statf of alarm. 1 


* ■ a.. jjjLuc mejit in the Allied prea* of the proapect of shuttle flints, and with 
the actual occasional lanuin^ of aouu; American bomber units on Euasian airfield®, 



t .*e Luftwafx r t u ■. 3 ir * :o ddt^blia.i a chain of W/T out- 

■* 

i . ttai s it , of .hi:/. station r. . Atrsau MM on.* -- .- si i.. 1 jartp.i*t 


in. or r to 


* j* jH W *■ < | I I" U 

cC J- S »-A .1 W*-. 


tur of the ia«ri/;ir. . -vnnisation stationed in Russia. 


” . exercise of a iittl . political •cuaon wyul< - have revealed Ijw unr.ecwssar;* war 


‘‘hie display* r..:a Alii .. action was *u contrary to t/.« principle yf ieulatio 

will Asiatic t bar jj. 0 hnQfia ; neit*. r did it conform with 


y any 

••or-evtr, aitur devel Jen t 
•ir-r-ia \j lay wj thin eA*y 
In fact, as j vent a proved, the a.„ ur. t 
of African air - jr a. ifted to Russia cooorie^d no moro than a token force. 


practi 

aed by th Euaaiana vitl 
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In Foi'-e of the author's reor eaentatio ne lo tin Chi-Stelle of the 


f -t Hit; of 


:hi* work, lx 3 nevertheless he If for about thr 


months in this Russian liefer at 


^ V 


v u vl» Lo si.. *• - AwJl : * can tnffi' j . t air-/ fci id® 


at war saw ( 


i 


* i 
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rolz nv& a vaj irrelevant, How-\-r llvl 


< COaAltl-'Vtft in 


the 


s-clui 


£ confines of the Jtollsh National Athletic atadiu*.; wh r u V * tm it 


rt- 


Vil- 


l^ted, v^ro of the hast. Indoor awi_Ljj.^ u p _ l 1 a: ea! athletic quip Bunt were at 


tne disposal of the sulliers duri., 


ir fr tiias. 


I. add itlo:., t’: surrc- - JL:di 


of the Polish aetroToolis on the car In- Viet' 


did not lack a rural charm cqr*- 


trp ’ting sharply with thr inax^r ■_> 3* 'tie £cuelcr of th town. 


3ol: 3 it.ra w-^re not allowed to -fiat *r V/krsaw exeenat in groups, N*d tner the 


author nor his friends w nt to the city unless ordered 


do so . Very icenta , so 


was told an average of 2'» G^ri&uns were rmrdered there in criminal assaults: 
-ior^ than a division during t a- course of th** five years of occu pation, 

HV 

Ifc .u_litary v. G r caa tolr-r^t j ich lawlessness, X-<.t -iat undertake! v«n harsh 


punitive action 



c-r , t a th 


V a- 


"P 1 


ji tf v. j^rr : v< nLaentPl 




a uciee, c - v proved unable so pot Pi . ll to exco~<*ee and maintain order. Tho 


military f il.orltiae laid t;. la >e u,. 


ivil B j vem« ..t and vie 


V’.ren 


tho 'olajs la/ basically in th. inherent defects of the wlxiii eyeteu, which pre- 
cluded .jen of capacity fro a responsible posts, leaving them open only to corrupt 
and Weak craatirea, devoid not only of any •«ibb of’ humanity but d. p-dyed in in- 
iquity. . 


In VfuTBaw the ddraans lod a lifo totally secluded frou tht Polish civilians. While 


. Ckr...a-s wur« In r. ^ ; i of nothin^, nobody was really happy to be in that city 
’/at thu ji e ary that app -ired on th- surface was p jrhaps not nc **i leopr^ad as j.i,J-.t 
,e ImAjin-d. Certainly amnnj the two million inhabitants of the city there were 


those 


earned hi fc h wa^oa and lived Coafortall. . 2he author jot the impression 


that during Poland 1 s twenty years of independence a new middle class had arisen. 


ouecialists In matters of trade assured him that thu Warsaw manufacturing Industry 
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'".'C 1 econo a r. iat^rci and indispensable part of the German economy. 


** L 


r,e 


i « 


v jua i u 


city was even more intact the.', one was accustomed ;o expect 


l j-. rwi 




Pitied cf s_.jilar siZ'i. Moreover t-.@ destruction, such as it was, navia fc Leer 
caj_e sd by artillery fir si, was of a different character tnan that caused by a iris'!, 
bombing, Some of the palaces of the Polish nobility still bad a uajestic ap- 


rj^araace in Spite jf shell da.a&^e. Taeir tile work was 
r^.hiivl oaa o:' Hcay-n ruins. 


solid and clean as to 



Hu aliti-s in tho Russian Refer^t 


thaa w*;ra of Baltic extraction. and their 


of v/m-saw werti Strange, indeed. Moat 
mentality and ^jjCh were tinctured 


with the hast. Re Jast is rlwa^-s a & reat eni^aa to those horn puA r 


iar&d in the 


■ 

Occident; eg it va* at timus difficult to follow what these people thought and. 
said, Generally the penetrative thought of the Humbert of t . ri^asiar. Refer at was 
far mor shallow than the author nad been accustomed to observe among the men of 
ths Refer at of the West, Wliile in the West and Suut..,. the analysts and evaluators 


were stimulated by thoir activities to generalization, and saw ‘in every fact 
evTnt as reflected in the reports they handled a connection with their own personal 
fate, the Referat personnel in Warsaw, despite its Brnall number, worked individuall 
like cogs in a machine, and w«rj personally unaffected by the significant events 
of which they had so rich a knowledge. 


This general unconcern seemed almost typical of the .’last, for even in thi- 
files of the Referat the author sought in vain for a comprehensive and. intelligent 
su m m ar y on th.i Russian Air Ibrce, There were certain **-2 reports covering spe- 
cialized matters (training of Russian parachute units, Russian fight* 1 bomber 
tactics, and PYQ organization), but there existed no fundamental and thorough 
studies. On the contrary reports to be found in the files, especially those 
covering th- 1 early months of the war, w 0 re crammed with psre.rptory and stur.id 
J ldgements and concl laions, „ 


DECLASSIFIED 


Something of the back^u’ound and hidden depths of Russia life wtrt revealed 
In certain of the prisoner of war interrogate one on file, and In the fasci:atiugly 
gruesome biographies of desert ere in the first stages of the war. So the author 

A ^ 

■Kl 

remembers the curriculum vitae of a Qerraan 3n.lt who served for some tine as 
Jlujitsu teacher in a university for commissars, and who escaped from Russia in 

a.i airplane, and landed on a German airfield near Stalingrad. Ho had written a 
profound study on his observations and experience* at this Russian seat of learning. 
%en the instructor's hand-book of the Russian SIS school in Minsk, which was cap- 
tured by the Germans, betrayed something of the icily pragmatic spirit of Role- 

•I 

heviiio, which to have ohAlleogod, together with An^o -American sight , was one of 
the greatest follies of world history. 



Desoite its oriuitiven'jea , an^ technical and human inferiorities, Russian 

was superior to the Reich from the bi^inain^, in tile following! 

a. The sensa of realism with which Russia regarded the prospect of a total war, 
nnd the energy with which they prepared for it, 

b. The implacable do tor mi nation with whicn the Bolshevists pursued their aims 
unaffected by the human sacrifices involved. 

c. T..o thoroughness of their planning, and toe subtlety and cunning c: their 
strategj ana tactics. 


■ 



i -martial 


severity with which evt-n outstanding personalities were judged, 


and removed from their posts in the event they proved inefficient. 


Jbr the first time tho author now began to reflect upon the terrible consequences 

that wo 'old ensue uoon a loss of the war in the hast. Like an avalanche the Slavic 

■ 

m 

hordes from the over-populated Countries of the mist threatened to engulf the 
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comparatively thinly— populated provinces of oast-ra Germany. It wu to be per- 


ceived that if the Venrraacht failed to withhold the flood, there would follow 
another splitting up of the German people such &■ occurred during the Bafo nation, 
followed by centuries of disunity. Just now they were in process of that unification, 
which is never possible without a central, concrete national power forming the 
nation’s character. 

m 

National Social lea had monopolised the people* ft education. In undertaking 
to shape a new Image of pan, it persecuted entire nations, and committed crimes 
which will require generations of Gor.nans to expiate, Yet it proved singularly 

* V * 

9 

sterile in creating a new type of outstanding character. Splendid soldiers the 
German people had nroduced in all its previous wars, bq it was an ejipty claim of 
tne Party to maintain that the current military neroes were the sole product of 
its particular system, It was not by chance that the Party functionarieft were met 

V 

with distrust on the part of the German people, while in occupied territories they 
were regarded with hatred by the civilian populations, and with mockery and disdain 

by the German soldiers. What seamed to impress these Party functionaries most with 

+ 

respect to th* 22ast was the Bolshevist system of education which aimed &nly to pro- 
duce cunning and pliable tools of the State, * During the latter years, the principles 
of instruction found in com.rruiist schools served as a . jo del for National Socialist 
schools desired for the training of Party leaders. 


After the Russian breakthrough at Minsk, the company billets ideally located 
at the gates of Warsaw # became & collecting Center for the retreating German troops, 
£h ry Slewed evidence of excessive exposure and hardship, and were a much more de- 
pressing spectacle than the at least adequately- fed German units as described by 

\ 

the author which he had seen a little earlier in Zraace, Only the Luftwaffe Signal 
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Corps troops retained a neat appearance, and still reminded one of tile German 


soldiers as t:iey w^r* at tne be^innin^ of the war 


As tne Hnsaiant approached Warsaw, tne deferat was transferred to Cottbus, 
soutn of Berlin. The railway Journey required seven days, a teetin*>ny of the 
-paralysis of tne transport system ev^n in this area wnere relatively little air 
activity occurred. The autnor exerted himself to e scans from w.^at w-re his then 



sterile duties and finally succeeded in having 


talion in Hungary. To arrange matters he was sent to Debrecen. 

a 

XXIII. Tbcnerlenees in Hungary. august 1944 

Aft- r Human la and Bulgaria had changed sides, Hungary was alBo rife with 
internal collapse. Decay and dissolution characterized its economic and social 
conditions. The Honved (Hungarian Army) appeared to iave only sufficient remaining 
strength with whicn to continue Its withdrawals . An a matter of fact, most of its 
regiments went ovnr to the enciiy whenever Our man vigilance relaxed sufficiently 
to give tnem a chance. The physical condition of the people was better than. among 
those of any other country of .Europe, hut their Industrial and cultural level was 
too low to figure to any degree in a world war. 127 en In the few large cities, the 
mass of the population lived in humble huts without sanitation or comfort. The 

•a 

well-known university town of Debrecen (120,000, inhabitants) gave the impression 


of an enormous village, except for its center which dated back to the 18th century. 

The damage wreaxed on this country by the lfjth Ud»a7 was impressive. On the 
Budapest airfield hundredsof German aircraft lay strafed and blasted* At the time 
of the bombing attack on the marshalling yards of Szolnok, a nearby hospital crammed 
with thousands of wounded, recently arrived from the Rumanian battlefields, was total- 
ly destroyed. The Debftecen railway station resembled a crater field, and there was 


danger to life in stepping off the trains which usually halted only at night. 
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Tn ■ Hungarian uun sT classes continued to live in jiidst of plenty and 
splendor, more by virtue of historical privilege tnaa a ny intrinsic wor th. Th irs 

p 

was the never and wealth f the country, low, Laving lost all influence in the ' 
conduct of the war, the Government was passed helplessly from hand to hand t .rough 
a monotonous repetition of stages through which Italy, Rumania and Bulgaria had 
each oaes^d in turn. 

m 


The Germans f^lt uncomfortable and insecure in the land, and made awkward ef- 
forts to behave as invited guests* Idiotic military regulations forbade a soldier 
who lived in this co in try to pur chase even one of the still- excellent Hungarian 
m^als, The Gorman Command seemed to have lost all contact with reality, After 
all f could the small nations be censured for seeking to come to terms with those 
powers, which oy this time w^re patently to become the overlords of the future? 

The companies of the SIS battalion were established in three very primitive 
school buildings, and the troops were billeted in the tiny, vari-colorad houses of 
this hospitable people. Bating and drinking seemed to be the primary objectives 
of the life of these people. Differences in the level of interests even within 
the same military a arvSc e, were most m rked between t o 2ast and the W*„st* It 
transcended by far anything that could be explained by the mere variance in living 
conditions* 

Uven th** SI S work here presented a blunter and less Int diligent face. There 

■ 

was lacking here the technical cunning, the i v»n tivensts, and the development and 
use of over rmw techniques and ' a thods, which made service on the Anglo-American 
front so fascinating and interesting* During the entire course of the war Russia 
lay within ran { -e of H7 interception* Surely the detailed knowledge the SIB pos- 
sessed of the _4ist was thanks to the effectiveness of cryptanalysis, even mors 
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compreiv*nsivs here than in the Veit* The data on individual units vy also more 
voluminous than in the Vest* In addition, transfers and concentrations of air- 
craft, details of the Russian supply service, and even enemy intentions, were if 
anything better docuntanted than on the western front. 


Nevertheless, considered as a whole, the work of the 313 in the hast could not 
ba compared in quality with that of the West. Despite the overwhelming quantity 

of inter cop tod ufi-tnrial the hat could boast, Its final evaluation never reached 

« 

the standard the 313 of the* West had attained from the beginning; it lacked the 
deeper understanding and human background* The high level of performance of the 
313 of the West was readied not alone because of its knowledge °f the flow of 
enemy supplies and material, as well as hie industrial capacity, all of which was 
veiled in the 3ast, out also because of the psychological parallel and similar 
processes of ih Inking between the German and the Aa G lo— Americans, all of which was 
lacking in its study of the Russians, 3o it seensd that the highly- trained 313 
specialists in the iast attained to thoir skill in a manner vague, routine and 
indistinct. This feature of iadefi nit ©ness was also carried over into their re- 
ports, which emphasized the material aspect of things rather than lucid and concrete 
conclusions, Their eas remained always within the framework of personal remarks 

w v 

and never ascended to the level of generalization. 


Perhaps had the entire power of the Ger aan nation been concentrated upon the 
jSast alone, under more capable leadership and a disciplined control, some permanent 

ip 

and durable eu.ee ess <33 night have benn attained. *11 of the .ast 1 b a virgin 1*^; 

* 

the freshness and vi 6 or of its plain* and mountains strangely excited ev. rjone 
deriving from the comparatively effete nations of the West. !Phg ultimate contest 
for supremacy between Asiatic Sblsr.cviea and the political reaaai seance of the 
Siropean countries was inevitable, andat the best could only have be--n postponed, 
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3ut under no circumstances should It have bean under taken concurrently with a war 
with the western power®* The madness of engaging in a two-front war for a second 
ti:ie resulted not only in the lose to Qermauy of it® natural Suropeaa hegemony, but 
also of the best part of its people’s substance* i4or cover, it has made of this 
continent a heartbreak house of misery, and annihilated it® political and culture! 

autonomy* Whatever shape the next phase of evolution assumes, Germany was right in 

■ 

one thing! that in modern time®, small nations and peoples can thrive only upon suffer* 
ance of the greater ones. How it falls to the lot of powers beyond ]3urope to de- I 
velop the creative thought that only can underlie the establishment of a sound new 

a. 

order. 

XXIV, Carriage, Activation of an R/T Platoon In liaiOBlau. Second 1944 

Returning to Berlin, the author wr.a grunted a ten-day matrimonial leave. It 

% 

was the last time he visited his parents and both the first and last time that he 
found himself in the circle of the family that he was about to marry into. His 
wedding day coincided with the re-capture of Paris by the Allies. Although tne 
eastern 3*ront remained quiet at this time, he and Ills wife realized that they pro- 

i 

babljf would not see their respective homes again. Upon eviration of tne furlough 

m 

both of the.i had to return to th-^ir duties in the darstall , where in the i-anwnile 
tae eighty- hour week was introduced. 

However the author was very soon sent to lioper Sil-sia in ord^r to establish 

. # 

and take charge of an H/T platoon, designed to intercept l^th USAa? air-to-ground 
traffic. This was just tne sort of mission that lie had be n Seeking throughout 
the duration of the entire war. Tne nlatoon was attached 10 an iI3 company, in Uaras- 
lau which was com: landed by a ’-orlO Vfrir I veteran who co-op* i rated splendidly, Lin- 
guistic personnel from a deactivated interpreters 1 sciiooi were assigned to the pla- 
toon; this personnel, now- v rr still iiad to be introduced to the techniques of R/T 




I 

Intercut ion. The task at hand proved most agreeable to these intelligent Bod 

I 

willing workers who w.-re rather surprised to find such good living conditions 
at such a late stage .f the war, The platoon quickly attained a lil&h degree of 
proficiency and enjoyed a fine reputation both with the Silesia .Fighter Co mu and 
and with the ZAF f -although visible result s were limited by the lack of German 
fight era, 

1. 

Ilaiaslau was a little old town, lying quite alone amid a broad plain. It was 
pitiful to behold the worn out, undernourished oldsters of the Volkssturm drilling 
on Sunday afternoons, tbt only free time which they enjoyed. The manpower of the 
countryside connriaed almost entir ly foreign workers who wore many times more 
numerous than the remainder of the deruan .sale population. The same condition pre- 

# , , ' « .. . . js * __ 

vailed in o their communities of jJaetern Germany, The sympatiiies of thes e men by 
no meant were with Germany, and only the German Wehrmacht stood between tne enemy 
and the women and cnildren at home* 

■ 

H*sre the author was granted a peaceful three montns, although the living con- 
ditions surrounding him became aver more oppressive. After the unsuccessful attempt 
on Hitler* a life a new wave of totalitarianism crushed out the last vestiges of 
freedom in German everyday life. Working hours were increased beyond the endurance 
of the individual, who thus lost all possibilities of recreation. On the whole, 

™ ti - 

particularly in the case of white-collar workers, the now tactics failed to achieve 
their objective. The policy had an especially detrimental effect on those poor 
girls who slaved under the supervision of unsol dierly fools and cowards. The writer 

r 

wife, working in the Mar stall where this new policy was also beln^ carried out, was 
physically unable to endure such hardships and fell B^riously 111. AlthoUjjn he 

enjoyed a personal acquaintanceship with nearly all the officers there, the author 

a 

was unable to have hur schedule alleviated* The doctors 1 bands also were tied by 
stupid dlrctives, 

- 93 - 


declassified 

Authority .MhJuoMt 


declassified 

Authority Ml) Oh 



Tne a uthor learned with dismay the news of Hunustedt 1 ® Ardennes offensive 

which reached its hi &b- water mrk in tlXd si^e of Basto^ne, In the face of pro- 

« 

parp.tio.ts b^in^, :aade by the Huaal ana for their greatest offeneive, this struck 

aia aj til -a a s ex of all previous ’folly. It sac rifled the lost elite troops in 

# 

Geraany, and his own brother was probably ajaong those killed there. The German 
prose, after a brief period of incense-burnin c , beca,’" v reticent, ho details 

4 

were sver released. The Party maintained its gfrip on the souls of the people by 
printing, on th- one hand t descriptions of the unmerciful fate that Geris&ny could 
roect if the war were lost, and, on the other, fairy tales about prospective wonder 
weapons. 

It was a dismal New Tear. All military and civilian travel over the Christmas 
holidays was forbid dan, and thus the writer had to renounce his monthly trip to 
Berli i t wner - ;ie use! to r-nd the latest 616 and rWI reports, and spt-nd or.- or 
two evenings in the company of his wife. The Russian winter offensive seemed im- 
minent; it was expected to take place during the second week in Jan iary. iluring 

* 

the short winter af te rnoons t when bad weather prevented any air activity from the 

■ 

Joutn, the aut.ior took long walks in the country. It was apparent to him that 
no na t ural bar r i er s exi s t ed wni c i ml tJ h t stem the tide, ahd t h at t he Germane oo uld 
only be saved tnrou*£h a powerful and unit**d Reich. The collapse of Germany would 
mean the obliteration of a tradition and culture which had endured for at least 
seven hundred years. In the sa.jc way had collaosed the German feudal order in the 

i 

3alfcle countries , when the Poles, allied with the iithuaaians, defeated their army 
la the jJattle of Tannaberg in l4l0, 

•E 

Gn th 12th of January the dr<-ade& Huesian winter offensive co^= .c-t, Qi 
tii-'* first nl./it of trie offensive, operator# of the H/T platoon wer- called ipor. to 

■* mm 

, \ 
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ht'lo unload GrTinan casualties buin^ brought "back to base hos itolft from the 
front* Thi wounded related that, after an artillery barrage of unheard of in- 
tensity ( huge Russian mobile columns had ft Imply overrun the German lines, still 
numbed, from the effects of this barrage. The author realized that thore was now 
no time to be lost. Ke took the next train to Berlin to procure orders for the 

a 

withdrawal of his platoon. Amid the indescribable confusion of those times it 

IP 

took him two days before ho could find an officer willin,, to assume responsibility 
for the withdrawal of the platoon. With orders in his pc ck.et he hurried Lack to 

A 

his unit* Breslau was already crammed with refugee*) womon and children stood 
shivering in the icy corridors of the railway station, B^jular travel between 
Breslau and points to the east was already' interrupt id* Jumping on a locomotive 
wide: was slowly passing he finally arrived at Haajslau, Children were skat in, on 
th'? fro Sen lake and the civilian population ie mod to :iavj no Idea that Buss iaa 
ar.ior was but a few kilometers away. 


Li 


XXV, Be treats/ Capture / Jrmoa r, to April 19 ^ 

The author succe ded in withdrawing his platoon to the mountains of illesia. 
Ther - were trainloads cf refugee* in which hundreds of Whies ; a^all children 
had p risk d of cold, hung r ^ disease and filth* At each station a new crown of 

A 

daSporat half-era? =■ individual* etormtd t: ov^r-crowded care, Amidst this 
wretchedness , he and his aer. .and - t hoir way to th.- 3chnae*r*ib eaten 1 a t hl k i.-st 


aouatain paak ir. C astral Thar , in n:. arctic cliaat* 


, they 


;d for s^ne 


ha ' iiL-'.; lodged and •eantily no irished, ur. til t ,j Huttsian encirclemaht of hr* 


la<i cut th ir wlr 


croiidunicRt ion with Berlin a;.d co -inlet ed their isolation, me 


n . 


f*Ct that the olatoon was now of m operational use to it« battalion, prompts th c 
Tunkaufklaeiningefutihrer Beich to transfer it to ano t r battalion and to cr ir it 


to H^ili stadt. 


a : 


«■ 


^ received the i^raanion that Qer.iaa life in the iaet where /or 


• y ^ . : a 3 *•'<“! 3 ord based on hard v.or : 


rl t ht • nsr-aa h*d prevailed was 


at p~ 




** Journeyed toward the wr-st he .• alt that the 


v r, cor * 1 bf 


Oer-.r v was to t 1 crir.^ . The a { 3 ,r ■ tl 3 


x ts c J 1 . A * * 



cist j.t ®lj j t e odl cih au/iV r lag 


of t 1 .- r * d ( al 


* i 
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■ before : fateful draua. whic.i was fcbW hein* enacted. Jbr 

an- • easel as slaughter, not to .j'r.tlor. to destruction of 


t o . al 


, ^.r,.prij v„ 


ho^.-r and etti .e which now wr.a beginning to appear 
-hn« t war was lo^t. The public becaao SRralyie] as reBistanc 


1 - 


not- realize 


u weaker a*id 


* coherent . 




dri ■ • 011 ruthleas fanatics, thr populace could 


not in. down It ar .j i~ a w i . -.r. 
h’idfj^s were blown up mi suppl r 
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The "uthor and hi» nun beua thuir journoi to K Hi^ene*. n..; . 


tflo 


. ■ at] . »r or* ■ :l. jpriri,.. 


L*i„ tJ the daytime travel was virtually paral .-2 




t v: activity jf Allied fighter 'bomber# which cor.* I iUfllli attach a** 
the f#v remaining locomotive* Although, a& a rule, I oc^xtives v r 


w 5 ? ip. Z* 0 t 


■ r use 


objectives, human casual f. were invariably hi u h . the ,.ur-j so sine*, the hys. _rictl 

p^pl - wgri- too auiab^u to tak^ cover, h.-'-rb^ cottages Rad dwellings of; . ‘..ere 

■ 

6dt af Isa * by ire ei-11 *ry amou .ivlon. ITb *i^n of Any German defense was to be Beer., 

Pub lie 1 i f ■ wa« couplet i-ly par h! w - ; ^joe t of t ; i tow# w ere a lanu sc ap e of ruine t 

« 

And those wl leh were still Intact wer . eraaoed to such an extent with refugees that 

not even a pi-.-cs of bread waj tj be bought in the s.iops, Jv in Ll th : ten days of 

* 

th& Journey the author and his men lived on potato** whig* the;* bought from far-; .r* 
in vil^a . £ wh r. the tr iins v^r*. lore i ; to halt. 


In H^ili L ; jnatadt p which was locat e practically in the ^co u raphic Center of 

i 

Seraany, t.ij author, itran^. ly enough was able. to soon- a firthur two months qf 
virtually u-iharrasso’ existence. T.pical of the uproot lag which had tak> . place 
during th . six years of war was the fact that 1C),CXJU homeless refugees, for the 
most part vo m ea with children, ana yjO j wounded, most of them Buffering from head 


injuries, w 


added to the normal peace-time population of 10,000, This condition 


could be found in any dor man town of similar Bi ?. a 


ic.i iiau escaped destruction. 


The food sit'uation was critical; during these weeks the author also experienced 

* 

thos*i constant pangs of hunger which, during the last years of the war, had become 
n iite normal in the cities. Only the Clergy still presented a well-fed appearance; 
for this reason the headtriarters staff of the author's battalion shrewdly chcse to 

I 

billet theawMlvei vita the anply-nouri*Led mm* it a local convent* 
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f & uiw H/l intercept 
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«r 

to-*- w.-.i.cn ne fauna friendly and. war j-heart 3d , in s;,i<: . of the hard»Lij6 and re- 
strictions Vhlch the rjeopln h«i to ' endure. Tnua, so-ie week* after the capitulation 
w h 31 he learned that the Busnians -tad occupie .■.ili L> er.atadt he felt as if he had 
lost hi* own lio.a^ for the second tiJiu. 


At t!.e end of March the situation in Keliigeaatadt became untenatle for the 
• attali-j * I... it ..lov-id to a llttli- town in the Harz mountains • Two fca 1 k» later it 


movud. off a^-ain towf.ru tne south. It had 


definite plac^ ir. dnd in view of the 


A -1 1 i ed a*_v a nc e s whi ch were b ci v i r t oally ujioppo 8 eu , The nj.ti.or r.ow r sal ized that 


tor ,;i i 




re wai but one duty in tris shattered world - that of looking after the 


last person loft to him on tnls earth, ‘/non Berlin was threatened his wife, together 
w i t h i i ^ r.'y ;ur ad s V ho had been o mploy ©d a s wo men auxl 1 i &r i e b since 1 ^ t were t r ans- 
f erred to Qberhacniiu, near Muhicn. T^ere the Luftwaffe simply abandoned them to 
their fate, since the time had com© when their s-rvicee were no longer required. 


The 


°UtI Q 


obtained food and lod ;ing for lit a wife, and th . e arched the Bavafi 


it f r a Liliiu: place for himself. A simple peasant n a lonely farm oi 




ploy 1 1 a as hired jab # V/ken tae Americans entered Munich he could no longer r 

main ir. solitude, and he returned to the village where he had left his wife. 


together they witnessed the el-clling of tile town by the* Americans before they 
nter the nrning* Hg sow criminals, deserters ana all thn human dregs of 


j jruiuv C j..i :rawli ^ to t a*.- conquerors to off t * 


© i r « er vi c es , while tho s ® who 
had done their duty all these years streamed into the prison ca^pt . It occurred 
to ui.a that to and escaoe t;r fate of th- whole nation would *iean losing his 

integrity, Tne German stat 3 may wl been obliterated, but its people still remained 


- 


4 




* 




hie most numerous, most industrious, and most staunch in will - Bower and tradition 

,*T 

on the scattered continent of -^oxopj* In its darkest hour German/ needed more ti*an 
ever the selfless devotion of . those individuals still able to render service, who t 
for the most part, wer^ those same soldiers who hi id stood off the entire world for 


almost six years. Having don<* all within hie power to provide for his wife, he 

felt that his place was with his military comrades. Accordingly he went to the 

* 

m 

ailitaxy government anil himself up. 


XXVI. Conclusion 

■ 

P 

He was taken to a prisoner of war pnclo sure, and after several days was re- 

j- 

r^ovod by a colonel of the U.3. Aruy Air Ibrces whos>i diligence foresight, and 
human binder standing are responsible exclusively for not only this volume, but for 
the entire study on the Luftwaffe 313. 

Location of the olaces visited by the author in the course of uis service 
in the Luftwaffe 313 is shown on the ac companion map. (Se^ Figure ho. £}. 
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